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BIRD NOTES FROM ISLA GUADALUPE,
INCLUDING THREE NEW ISLAND RECORDS
PETER PYLE
Point Reyes Bird Observatory
4990 Shoreline Highway, Stinson Beach, California 94970-9701
U.S.A.
KRISTA HANNI and DAWN SMITH
The Marine Mammal Center, Susalito, California 94965 U.S.A.
A vi faunas of remote islands, including documented migrant and vagrant
records, have long preoccupied ornithologists. Bird occurence on Isla
Guadalupe (29.0° N, 118.3° W) off Baja California was summarized by
Jehl and Everett (1985) and updated by Oberbauer et al. (1989), Mellink
and Palacios ( 1990), and Howell and Webb ( 1992). Here we report notable
observations from the island on 8-9 April 1994, recorded during a visit to
release a rehabilitated Guadalupe Fur Seal (Arctocephalus towsendi).
We arrived by plane at the airstrip (see map in Jehl and_ Everett
1985) at 1600 on 8 April and proceeded by truck to the town of Oeste
(formally "Campo Tepeyac"). After successfully releasing the fur seal, we
birded the area around Oeste until dusk. On the morning of 9 April, we
traveled by boat from Oeste around the southern end of the island to view
the fur seal colonies along the southeastern coast, stopping briefly at the
military camp at Melpomene Cove on the return trip. We drove back to the
airstrip and departed at 1130 on 9 April. We observed 21 species ofbirds
during our trip, including only two endemic landbird subspecies, the Rock
Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus guadalupensis) and the House Finch
(Carpodacus mexicanus amp/us). Here we report our more notable
observations.
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Laysan Albatross (Diomedea immutabilis). Gallo-Reynoso and FigueroaCarranza (ms., pers. comm.) chronicled the recent establishment of a
breeding colony of this species above the military base at Melpomene
Cove. The colony grew from four nesting pairs in 1984 to as many as 130
birds and 45 nests in February 1992, although only 13 fledglings survived
to June 1992. On 9 April we visited the colony at 0900, counting 24 large
chicks and 26 adults, the latter consisting mostly of courting birds,
presumably pre-breeders.lt thus appears that the breeding colony continues
to grow at the approximate rate calculated by Gallo-Reynoso and FigueroaCarranza.
Masked Booby (Sula dactylatra). An adult was closely observed at dawn
of 9 April, sitting in one of several small boats anchored off Oeste.
Presumably the same bird was seen at 0900 from the albatross colony
flying south and landing on Isla Adentro off the southern tip of Guadalupe;
two distant photographs ofthe booby were obtained at this time. Residents
of Oeste had told us of this "ave extrafio," that they had never seen one
before, and that it had been sitting on the boats over the past two months;
they also correctly identified it with a field guide on the night of 8 April.
The bird was wearing full adult plumage, white with black flight-feathers
including tertials and tail, and the bill and iris were yellow, without orange
tones, and the feet were grayish. These characters are typical of the
Mexican coastal subspecies S. d. californicus (Patten and Erickson 1994 ).
Although Masked Boobies breed on Rocas Alijos, ca. 1200 km to the south
(Wilbur 1987), and are recorded casually to Los Coronados Islands and
California to the north (Everett and Teresa 1988, Patten and Erickson
1994), this is the first record for Isla Guadalupe.
Pelagic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pelagicus). An individual in breeding
plumage was observed near Islote Negro south of Oeste on 9 April. Full
white flank patches and smaller size distinguished it from several Brandt's
Cormorants (P. penicillatus) in the area. Although dubiously reported
from Isla Guadalupe (see Jehl and Everett 1985), this record is the first
confirmed.
Laughing Gull (Larus atricilla). A bird in adult plumage was observed
flying north past Oeste on 8 April. This is the second record for Isla
Guadalupe (Howell and Webb 1992).
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Western Meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta). Six to twelve birds, including
several males in full song, were observed (with minimal effort) around the
airstrip on both 8 and 9 April. We agree with Howell and Webb ( 1992) that
the behavior and presence of these birds in appropriate nesting habitat
suggested likely breeding on the island.
Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatus). On 9 April, an adult-plumaged male
was seen flying past the airstrip and landing in the small encampment
immediately to the southwest of the strip. The characteristic size, slender
shape, orange crown, rounded black throat patch, and lack of prominent
white in the wings distinguished it from other icterids, including Bullock's
Oriole(!. galbula bullockii etc.). This record is the first for Isla Guadalupe.
House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus amplus). Howell and Webb ( 1992)
observed only about 60 individuals of this endemic subspecies during six
days of observation in January 1988 and suggested that its population may
be declining. We saw over 100 in all areas visited, including 20-30 in Oeste
and around the military camp at the south tip, and 30-40 around the
southern end of the airstrip. A nest with begging young was noted in the
small encampment south of the airstrip. Our observations, compared with
those of Howell and Webb and previous workers, suggest that this
population may fluctuate or is unevenly distributed on a seasonal or
interannual basis.
House Sparrow (Passer domesticus). A single female was photographed
at the military camp at the south end of Guadalupe. This species was first
noted here in 1988 (Howell and Webb 1992).

RESUMEN
Durante una visita a Ia Isla de Guadalupe en Baja California, se observaron
21 especies de aves. Entre estas, tres de elias fueron nuevos registros en
Ia isla. Destaca el hecho de que se obsev6 a un sula dactylatra adulto que
se encontraba sobre una pequefia embarcaci6n anclada en Oeste. Los
residentes dellugar dijeron no haber visto este tipo de ave (al cualllaman
"ave extrafio") anteriormente.
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GRAZING AND MEXICAN DUCKS IN CENTRAL
MEXICO
ERIC MELLINK
Centro de Investigaci6n Cientifica y Educaci6n Superior de Ensenada,
Apartado Postal2732, Ensenada, Baja California, Mexico
The Mexican Duck (Anas platyrhynchos diazi) is a little-known species
distributed mainly in Mexico, both as a breeder and a non-breeder.
Although some authors considered populations ofthis duck to be declining
(Aldrich and Baer 1970, O'Brien 1975), more recent work has shown it to
be numerous (Williams 1981, Scott and Reynolds 1984) and "probably
near saturation" in southern New Mexico (Hubbard 1977). Supposed
population reductions have been associated with the drying of sinks and
potholes due to overgrazing, transformation of wetlands to farmlands or
cattle pastures, and diversion of water for human needs (Leopold 1959,
Aldrich and Baer 1970, Bellrose 1976).
Between 85% and 90% of the Mexican Duck population is found
in the west-central Mexican Highlands (Williams 1981 ), where it mainly
uses wetlands associated with farmlands. Scott and Reynolds (1984)
stated that areas to the east of the highlands have little duck habitat, but
Mexican Duck is found scattered throughout semiarid grasslands in this
area, especially where water is available (Leopold 1959, E. Mellink, S.
Valenzuela, and M. Palacio unpubl. data).
Mexican Duck populations in these semiarid ranges in the westcentral Mexican Highlands might represent only a small part of the total
population, although they could be an important local hunting resource.
The area is used primarily for cattle ranching and, although the effects of
this activity on Mexican Ducks have not been studied, removal ofherbage
by grazing might negatively impact them, as has been found in other duck
species (Kirsch 1969, Gjersing 197 5, Mundinger 1976, Kaiser et al. 1979).
Williams ( 1981) indicated that Mexican Ducks seemed to nest late in the
southern part of their range, due to scarcity of water and of nesting cover
until summer rains began. Conditions prior to these rains might not be
favorable: "In particular, grazing ... may reduce nesting cover by late
spring to the point that breeding is delayed in that region" (Hubbard 1977).
M. Palacio and I (unpubl. data) found this species throughoutthe llanos of
Aguascalientes and Jalisco, in the semiarid eastern part of the Mexican
Highlands, but found evidence of nesting at only a few sites which had
dense patches of emergent vegetation. Mellink and Valenzuela (1991)
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found that, to benefit Mexican Ducks in the San Luis Potosi-Zacatecas
Plateau, flowing streams should be kept free of disturbance from cattle and
tall herbaceaous vegetation should be promoted.
On 23 June 1994 I found a Mexican Duck on a nest with 10 eggs
in an experimental cattle exclosure in La Colorada, Vaquerias, Ojuelos,
Jalisco. This exclosure was built in 1979 by Alfonso Sanchez, Oscar
Prado, and me. It measures 140x70 m, and consists of 4 plots resulting
from the combination of rodent and lagomorph exclusion and shrub
control. As a result ofthe absence of cattle grazing, herbs and grasses are
denser and taller inside the exclosure than in the adjacent range, where
grazing pressure has remained high.
This Mexican Duck nest was next to the trunk of a huizache
(Acacia schaffneri), surrounded by herbs and grasses, about 100 m from
an ephemeral stream. Despite abundant water bodies locally (two dams,
and a stream with several ponds), the only other Mexican Ducks I saw on
my visit were a pair flying over the research station buildings, about 5 km
from the site. Thatthe nest was far from water, and thatthe local population
of Mexican Ducks appeared to be low, can be tentatively associated with
the history ofland use of the area. Most of the area, if not all of it, has been
severely overgrazed, and the structure and composition of the vegetation
has changed from medium grasses to short grasses and perennial shrubby
herbs. As this situation prevails over most of northern Mexico (Toledo et
al. 1993 ), the breeding Mexican Duck population might be substantially
lower than what it could be. Sadly, there is no indication that current trends
in ranching will change in the near future, and even those places where
ducks still nest may eventually become unsuitable.

RESUMEN
Sehaencontrado quedel85 al90%del patoMexicano(Anasplatyrhynchos)
habita en Ia parte oeste del centro de Mexico. Su reproducci6n ha
disminuido a causa de los diferentes usos agricolas que se le da a Ia tierra.
Para aumentar su poblaci6n, esta ave busca lugares humedos con vegetaci6n
densa, en donde hacen sus nidos.
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THE BEARDED WOOD-PARTRIDGE
IN CENTRAL VERACRUZ AND SUGGESTIONS
FOR FINDING
AND CONSERVING THE SPECIES
HECTOR GOMEZ DE SILVA GARZA
Xola 314-E 03100, Mexico, D.F., Mexico
SERGIO AGUILAR RODRIGUEZ
Juan Soto no. 3 C.P., 91000 Xalapa, Veracruz, Mexico
The Bearded Wood-Partridge (Dendrortyx barbatus) is a restricted-range
species' that has been recorded in cloud forest and pine-oak forest of the
Sierra Madre Oriental (Collar et al. 1992). Due to the alarming rate of
fragmentation of cloud forests in the region, this species is classified as
"endangered" in the latest Red Data Book (Collar et al. 1992) and given
a Mace-Lande status of"critical" by Carroll et al. (1994). The only recent
records (i.e., post-1970) are of a single bird in a "fairly extensive ... tract
of cloud forest" in eastern Hidalgo (Howell and Webb 1992) and of a pair
near Teziutlan, Puebla, in 1977 (D. A. Scott, in Collar et al. 1992). The
most recent record in the state of Veracruz is that of a female collected in
1968 "near Coatepec" (Collar et al. 1992).
Nevertheless, the Bearded Wood-Partridge is well known to
local residents in central Veracruz, where it has been reported at Coatepec
(Pedro Mota Hernandez pers. comm. ), Altotonga (anonymous informant),
and the Sierra de Misantla (Mirna Ambrosio pers. comm. ), and where it is
known a "chivizcoyo." The bird-trapper Pedro Mota assured us that the
species is alive and well near Coatepec, and a project to study its ecological
requirements and natural history is planned for 1995 (Aguilar et al. 1994).
On 23 July 1994, Pedro Mota kindly led HGdS to a hill about 5
km northwest ofCoatepec, on the slopes of which he owns a small coffee
tinea, and where he regularly finds Bearded Wood-Partridges. This hill is
approximately 1300 m above sea level. We walked through hillsides of
river-side second-growth and badly degraded cloud forest, patches of
bracken and small coffee fincas, while Mota whistled the contact note of
the "chivizcoyo" from time to time. Mota stated that they sing loudly, but
rarely, from at least December to April.

1

This species is endemic to Mexico's Sierra Madre Oriental- ed.
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Bearded Wood-Partridge

Sketch by Sophie Webb

After about an hour and a half, similar soft whistles returned to
us from the depth of a bracken patch, but we could not see the bird. After
another hour and a half, we were walking along a ridge at the edge of a
coffee fin ca. Mota was telling HGdS that his father (whom he refers to as
"un hombre que ya es muerto") had taught him that the surest way to find
"chivizcoyos" is to watch a fruiting bush called "la jorja" (Phytolacca
rivinoides; identified using Martinez-Garcia 1984). My next question was
going to be something like "When and where can I fmd 'lajorja' fruiting?,"
when we stumbled upon a fruiting plant of that species and heard a
partridge uttering its twittering alarm call repeatedly from under the coffee
bushes beside the fruiting plant. Playback of the bird's call brought it into
view 5-7 m away.

February 1994
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We relate this anecdote to show that:
•
Both the contact and alarm calls are useful for finding and
censusing this species in the non-breeding season, a technique that has
been used successfully on other Galliformes (e.g., Bohl 1956). On the
other hand, in the breeding season recorded calls of chicks have often been
used for finding and attracting females with broods, with some chick calls
evoking better responses than others (Artmann 1971, Healy et al. 1980,
Carroll 1989). The calls of females have been used to attract males
(Stirling and Bendell 1966, Levy et al. 1966).
•
The Bearded Wood-Partridge can survive in the absence of
primary forest. The bracken where it often forages, for example, arises on
slopes after they are burned. Interestingly, the Buffy-crowned WoodPartridge (D. leucophrys) is said to be found often in "forest (especially
where partly logged) and second-growth" (Stiles and Skutch 1989).
In October, Bearded Wood-Partridges enter Mota's milpas (garden) to eat
tender beans. At other seasons, they spend the day scratching the litter and
humus under coffee, second-growth, and bracken (P. Mota pers. comm.),
as do the White-tipped Dove (Leptotila verreauxi) and White-faced QuailDove (Geotrygon albifacies) (HGdS pers. obs.)
SUGGESTIONS FOR THEIR CONSERVATION
The Bearded Wood-Partridge is occasionally hunted for sport in the
Coatepec area, and presumably elsewhere (Collar et al. 1992). In addition,
it is apparently poisoned with the organochlorine Endrin in the Altotonga
region. Pedro Mota (pers. comm.) has trapped and sold the Bearded
Wood-Partridge to private collectors and taxidermists in the past. In
principle, he is now convinced that their conservation is desirable, but the
best way to ensure the species' conservation in the Coatepec area would
be having a healthy population of"chivizcoyos" valuable to the people on
whose land the bird still survives.
To achieve this, the best measure perhaps would be to set up a trust
fund with donations from people interested in the species' conservation.
Donors would have aright to be taken to see the birds, free ofcharge, by Pedro
Mota. Others interested in seeing the birds would first have to donate perhaps
US$15.00 to the fund. At the end of the year, interest from the fund would go
to Pedro Mota and the other land owners on whose fincas the birds live.
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The trust fund can be managed and supervised by an NGO such
as Pronatura Capitula Veracruz or CIPAMEX. This trust fund is only an
idea, but the details of its organization should be worked out by someone
with more talent and experience in administration than ourselves.
However, at the very least, we believe that anyone interested in
finding this species should hire Pedro Mota as a guide, and should spread
the word that their visit to Coatepec (or nearby areas) is due to the presence
of the "chivizcoyo."
RESUMEN
Se describe una observaci6n de la Perdiz Veracruzana (Dendrortyx
barbatus) cercade Coatepec, Veracruz. Esta especie se considera vulnerable
o critica, y ha habido muy pocos registros recientes. Los campesinos de la
sierras del centro de Veracruz lo conocen como "chivizcoyo." Se encontr6
que la especie puede existir en zonas extensamente perturbadas y el uso de
reclamos grabados de la especie puede ser util para censarla. Un proyecto
para tal fin esta programado para 1995.
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SLATY VIREOS IN CENTRAL VERACRUZ
AND A NOTE ON GOLDEN-CHEEKED WARBLER
INCHIAPAS
GLENN PERRIGO
Division ofBiological Sciences, 105 LeFevre Hall,
University ofMissouri, Columbia, Missouri 65211 U.S.A.
DOUG BOOHER
P. 0. Box 26661, Austin, Texas 78755 U.S.A.
SLATY VIREO
The Slaty Vireo (Vireo brevipennis) is a rare Mexican endemic with a
widespread but distinctly local distribution throughout the Pacific slope
highlands (1200 to 2200 m) from Jalisco to Oaxaca. Current field guides,
as well as Sibley and Monroe (1990) and the A.O.U. (1983), alsonotethat
the Slaty Vireo ranges to central Veracruz. In fact, all of the specimens up
until1940 were obtained from Orizaba and Jalapa in Veracruz; however,
recent sightings from here are unknown (Victor Emanuel pers. comm.). In
January 1993, January 1994, and June 1994, we found and studied Slaty
Vireos in the Gulf slope highlands of central Veracruz approximately 25
km north of Jalapa (Xalapa, locally). Published information about Slaty
Vireos is scarce, so our observations are as follows.
On the morning of8 January 1993, we stopped to bird along the
blacktop highway that runs north from Banderilla to Naonilco and
Mizantla at a vista where the snow-capped Vol can de Perote dominates the
southwest horizon. This vista is at 1550 m and is 8 km south of the village
ofNaonilco and about 1 km north of the village ofTonayan (which lies in
the valley below). The hillslope above the road was scrubby, deciduous
second-growth with scattered oak trees (Quercus sp.).
A mixed bird flock, predominantly Gray Silky-Flycatchers
(Ptilogonys cinereus) and Blue-hooded Euphonias (Euphonia musica),
was feeding conspicuously in the canopy. The day was clear and still cool
( 10° C) at 0800, so most birds were feeding in the open while exposed to
the low morning sun (excellent light conditions). As the flock dispersed at
0830, a peculiar, warbler-sized bird, patterned somewhat like Yelloweyed Junco (Junco phaeonotus), a species not likely here, appeared in a
shady gap 30m from Perrigo. A bright iris, rich slaty upperparts and breast,
and a clean, white belly suggested Slaty Vireo; moments later, the
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diagnostic green tail and green wings were obvious as it moved through
a shaft of sunlight (interestingly, "Green-winged" Vireo is the descriptive
name used by Davis [1972]). The bright white throat, "angry" white iris
contrasting against a slaty face, and shining slaty-green cap were also
diagnostic. The tail seemed disproportionately long for a Vireo; perhaps
the green coloration amplified this effect. A shy, hard-to-see bird, fifteen
observers watched for an hour as the Slaty Vireo crept through interior
vegetation 1-2m above the ground, rarely appearing in the open for more
than a second or two, and behaving remarkably like a Black-capped Vireo
(Vireo atricapillus). The Slaty Vireo immediately reacted to a taped song
from Delaney ( 1992) and flew in within 8 m, responding with a weak,
wheezy chattering song, but it rapidly lost interest in the tape and soon
disappeared.
We returned to the same location on 5 January 1994 and again
found a Slaty Vireo here (0800, 11 observers). A second bird soon joined
the first and began to vibrate its wings and sidle along the branch. These
actions appeared to be courtship behavior, although sparse literature on
reproduction in this species suggests a breeding season from May through
July (Stewart et al. 1988). On 30 June 1994, Booher (and 8 other
observers) returned for a third time and found much of the hills lope had
been cleared. Fortunately, two males were found singing in second growth
100-200 m north along the road.
GOLDEN-CHEEKED WARBLER
In 1990, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service upgraded the status of the
Golden-cheeked Warbler (Dendroica chrysoparia) to Endangered. Little
is known about its nonbreeding habits. Sexton (1992) wrote of the
Golden-cheeked Warbler that it "is difficult to assess conservation needs
and formulate protection startegies when information . . . is sparse or
nonexistent for the three-quarters of its life cycle which is spent away from
the breeding grounds." Thus, any nonbreeding observations of Goldencheeked Warblers outside of Edward's Plateau of Texas are especially
useful (see also Freeman 1993).
On 6 January 1993, at 0930, Booher (and 3 other observers)
studied an immature Golden-cheeked Warbler for about 1 minute at 1100
m elevation 16 km south of Ocosingo on the highway from Palenque to
San Cristobal de las Casas. Identification was based on the following
description from Booher's field notes. There was no yellow in the vent
area, a feature shown by Black-throated Green Warbler (D. virens) and the
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white on the belly and flanks was richer and deeper than on the Blackthroated Green Warbler. There was a definite eyestripe, and not an
auricular patch as on Black-throated Green Warbler. On the back, nape
and top of the head were many black feathers beginning to fill in among
the greenish-yellow feathers. The amount of black in the breast and
streaking on the flanks suggested an immature male. All ofthe observers
have had many years of combined experience with Golden-cheeked
Warblers in Texas.
The altitude and stratification of the oak-pine forest here was
ostensibly the same as the Golden-cheeked Warbler's oak-pine migration
substrate through the mountains ofTamaulipas 1000 km to the northwest
(Perrigo et al. 1990). Likewise, Townsend's (D. townsendi), Blackthroated Green, and Hermit (D. occidentalis) warblers were everywhere,
although the Golden-cheeked Warbler seemed to be foraging alone in a
garden clearing where the highway enters a steep cut between two heavily
forested ridges of Guatemalan Pine (Pinus chiapensis). These interspecific
associations are identical to those described in recent sightings by Braun
et al. (1986), Johnson et al. (1988), and Perrigo et al. (1990), suggesting
that much of the Golden-cheeked Warbler's nonbreeding period is spent
in association with Townsend's, Black-throated Green, and Hermit
warblers. The first two species are often especially abundant in the
highlands. Wilson's Warbler (Wilsonia pusilla) seems to be another
common associate, especially during migration.
RESUMEN
Se describen observaciones de Vireo brevipennis en el centro de
Veracruz durante enero de 1993 y enero de 1994. El6 de enero de 1993,
en Chiapas, se identific6 un Dendroica chrysoparia masculino en edad
joven.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT
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LAPLAND LONGSPURS IN VERACRUZ
STEVEN. G. HOWELL and SOPHIE WEBB,
Point Reyes Bird Observatory
4990 Shoreline Highway, Stinson Beach, California 94970-9701
.
U.S.A.
On 25 February 1985, we were birding short-grass coastal prairies near
Las Barrancas, about 25 km south of Veracruz City, Veracruz, Mexico.
While watching Grassland Yellow-Finches (Sica/is luteola) drinking at a
small pool beside the Las Barrancas side road, we noticed two longspurs
running through nearby grass. We continued to watch them as they came
into the open to drink at the pool and were surprised to see that they were
Lapland Longspurs (Calcarius lapponicus). The male appeared to be in
60-70% alternate plumage and was quite striking; the female was also
unmistakable. We walked to within 3m of the birds and watched them for
several minutes feeding in the grass. They then flushed and were joined by
a third Lapland Longspur as all three circled around, calling frequently.
The next day we returned to Las Barrancas with Peter Pyle and a tour group
and were amazed to fmd six Lapland Longspurs, including at least two
males. The birds spent most of their time circling high overhead and
calling.
The longspurs were somewhat larger and longer than a Savannah
Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis), with a strikingly long primary
projection, quite different from that of sparrows, and a running gait low to
the ground. The bill was dusky flesh on the females and bright flesh-hom
on the males. They had dark legs. The males showed the face, crown, and
chest heavily mottled black, with some pale scaling on chest; the rest ofthe
underparts was whitish, mottled and streaked blackish on flanks. The
supercilia were pale buff, and the nape was chestnut. The upperparts were
brown, streaked darker, with rufous edgings to the tertials and greater
secondary-coverts. The tail was dark with white sides noticeable, but not
striking, in flight. The females were duller. They showed a buff face with
plain lores, paler supercilia, and dark edging to the auriculars that was
thickest at the rear. The throat and underparts were whitish, washed buff
on the chest, with dusky mottling at the sides ofthe throat and on the chest.
The upperparts and tail were much like the male's. Their call note was a
dry rattle, often alternated with a single plaintive "teu," very familiar to all
observers and immediately recognized. The most similar longspur is
perhaps Chestnut-collared (C. ornatus) which is distinguished by, among
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other things, the males' creamy-white or buff face, lack of rufous panel on
greater-coverts, more extensively white tail pattern, and quite different
call.
Lapland Longspurs have been reported previously from Mexico
only three times: two single birds (presumably overshooting autumn
migrants) found freshly dead in November, one in Baja California (Banks
1962, "LaplandLongspurinMexico," Condor64:329)andone in Yucatan
(Lee 1978, "Lapland Longspur in southeastern Mexico," Condor 80:452453), and a mid-winter sighting of one near Guerrero Negro, Baja
California Sur, in January 1982 (Wilbur 1987, Birds of Baja California,
Univ. Calif. Press, Berkeley). The Veracruz record, at 19° north latitude,
appears to be the southernmost for the species in the New World (Am.
Ornithol. Union 1983, Check-list of North American Birds, 6th ed.,
A.O.U., Washington, D.C.) and may represent a flock displaced south by
harsh midwinter weather in Texas.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
We thank Greg W. Lasley for his review of this note. This is contribution
#612 of the Point Reyes Bird Observatory.
RESUMEN
Se describe una observacion de 6 Arnoldos Arcticos (Calcar ius lapponicus)
en las praderas costeras cerca de Las Barrancas 25 km al sur de Veracruz,
Veracruz, Mexico, el25 y 26 de Febrero 1985. Esta especie solo ha sido
registrada tres veces anteriormente en Mexico: dos veces en Baja California
y una vez en Yucatan. El registro de Veracruz parece ser el mas al sur para
esta especie en el Nuevo Mundo y podria representar una parvada
desplazada bacia el sur por un invierno tan severo en Texas.
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FIRST SUMMER RECORD OF PARASITIC
JAEGER IN QUINTANA ROO
CHARLES D. DUNCAN
Pronatura Chiapas, San Crist6bal de las Casas, Chiapas 29250
Mexico
and Institute for Field Ornithology, University of Maine at Machias,
Machias, Maine 04654, U.S.A. 1
Summer records ofParasitic Jaegers (Stercorarius parasiticus)away from
the breeding grounds are scarce. On28 July 1993, at 17:30, I saw an adultplumaged Parasitic Jaeger at Pamul (19 km ne. of Akumal), Quintana Roo
(20°33 'N, 87°12'W). The bird was seen flying from the beach out to sea.
It was Sepia (Smithe 1975) above, and white below, with a dark band
across the upper chest. There was a yellowish area at or near the neck. The
central rectrices extended beyond the rest ofthe tail but their shape was not
well seen as the bird flew directly away from me. The jaeger was smaller
than several Royal Terns (Sterna maxima) it chased. It flew with quick,
snappy wingbeats at perhaps twice the speed of the terns, catching them
easily. No white "flash" from the base of the primaries could be seen. I
observed the bird with 8-power binoculars from a distance of 50 to 500
meters for approximately three minutes. I am familiar withjaegers under
field conditions in several localities.
There are only 3 previous records of Parasitic Jaeger for the
Yucatan Peninsula: Isla Holbox in November (1984), and along the
Caribbean coast near the present sighting in October ( 1989) and January
(1992). Nonetheless, birds ofthis species are not unusual in the northern
Gulf of Mexico where they occur most commonly from November to
April (Williams 1965, Duncan and Havard 1980). Closer to the Yucatan,
P. Vickery (pers. comm. 1993) has seen up to five in a day in Belize City
harbor in March and April.
Parasitic Jaegers are high arctic, circumpolar breeders. Adults
leave the breeding grounds around the beginning of August, and are
virtually unknown in other localities before then (Cramp and Simmons
1983, Furness 1987). Some immature birds pass the boreal summer in the
southern hemisphere where most of the species winters (Furness 1987). It
is thought, however, that most move northward (Cramp and Simmons
1983 ). Summer observations ofimmatures in the northern Gulf ofMexico
'Address correspondence to the author at this address.
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are not unknown (Duncan and Havard 1980). Given the strong summer
attachment of adults to the breeding grounds, it is likely that the bird
reported here was an immature in its third or fourth year, visually
indistinguishable from an adult under these conditions.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT
It is a pleasure to thank the trustees of the University of Maine System for
support during a sabbatical leave.

RESUMEN
Se describe Ia prim era observaci6n de verano para Ia Peninsula de Yucatan
del Salteador parasito, Stercorarius parasiticus, en la costa del estado de
Quintana Roo, el28 de julio de 1993. Registros del verano fuera de Ia zona
de nidificaci6n en cualquier parte del mundo estan escasos, particularmente
los de adultos. Aunque el individuo que se reporta aqui tenia las
caracteristicas del plumaje de un adulto, se sugiere que es mas probable
que el registro trate de un inmaturo en su tercero o cuarto afio de vida.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON PIPING
PLOVERS IN MEXICO
ANDRES M. SADA
Apartado Postal1124, Monterrey, Nuevo Leon 64000, Mexico
I would like to add some information to that provided by Steve N. G.
Howell regarding the "Status of the Piping Plover (Charadrius melodius)
in Mexico" (Euphonia 2:51-54, 1993). I headed the 1991 winter Piping
Plover census for the central coast of Tamaulipas. This census covered a
distance of approximately 250 km from El Mezquital to Barra del Tordo
and was conducted during the period 12-17 January 1991.
During the census, 27 Piping Plovers were found. Almost all of
them were in sand flats that occur almost exclusively in the northern part
of Laguna Madre. Because of the nature and extent of these sand flats,
however, it was impossible to census Piping Plovers properly since our 4wheel drive vehicles sank in the sand. For these same reasons, censusing
by foot was also not feasible. Thus, part of our report to Susan Haig read:
"The inadequate coverage of the only habitat where they were found
makes it possible to think that there might have been many more individuals.
Only a more thorough census could prove the hypothesis."
Therefore, as noted by Howell, in addition to the wintering
population in northwestern Mexico, there may indeed be a substantial
wintering population in northern Laguna Madre, Tamaulipas.

RESUMEN
Durante un censo efectuado en enero de 1991 (que no fue concluido en
su totalidad) se encontr6 que hay evidencia subtancial para pensar que
el Charandrius melodius inverna en Ia parte norte de Ia Laguna Madre
en Tamaulipas.
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Marin A., M. 1993. First record of the White-flanked Antwren
(Myrmotherula axillar is) from Mexico. OrnitologiaNeotropica/4:97-98.
A specimen identified as an immature White-flanked Antwren is reported
from the Lacandon forest of Chiapas, Mexico. The specimen (Western
Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology #10755) apparently had been
misindentified as a Dot-winged Antwren (Microrhopias quixensis). No
data are provided as to why the specimen is a White-flanked Antwren, and
the imprecise term "immature" does not help one evaluate the puzzling
statement that "Young individuals of M axillaris have the wing-coverts
tipped with buff spots, which probably led the collector to the
misidentification." Large series of both these species of antwrens at the
American Museum ofNatural History show that juvenile Dot-winged has
huffy-white or pale buff wing-covert spots but most "post-juvenile" birds
have white spots; buff spots characterize female White-flanked. As the
author notes, the White-flanked Antwren is usually common in its range,
and the absence of any other record north of eastern Honduras is odd.
These facts, combined with the distinctive plumage of White-flanked
Antwrens (especially the unmistakable male) lead one to suspect the
specimen may be mislabled. I suggest this species' position on the
Mexican list be considered hypothetical until supporting data are provided.
[Museum of Natural Science, Louisana State University, Baton Rouge,
Louisana 70803, U.S.A.]-S.N.G.H.
Collar, N.J., L.P. Gonzaga, N. Krabbe, A. Madrofio N., L.G. Naranjo, T.A.
Parker III, and D.C. Wege. 1992. Threatened Birds ofthe Americas. The
ICBP/IUCN Red Data Book. International Council for Bird Preservation,
Cambridge, U.K.: 1150pp. AvailableinNorthAmericafrom: Smithsonian
Institution Press, Customer Service, Blue Ridge Summit, Pennsylvania,
17294-0900, U.S.A. $75.00 U.S.(+ $2.50 S/H inN. America, $5.00 S/H
in Middle America and South America).
This Red Data Book (RDB) was no small undertaking: The
authors treat 327 species (27 from Mexico) considered threatened in the
Americas (versus "only" 172 such species in Africa!). Importantly, a
Spanish-language edition is planned for the near future. The bulk of the
book treats 302 species from mainland Middle and South America. The
authoritative species accounts are written and referenced clearly, with
detailed sections on distribution (by country), population, ecology, threats,
measures taken, and measure~ proposed. The RDB has been thoroughly
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researched, with an emphasis on up-to-date information (much previously
unpublished) rather than simply repeating old and out-dated literature.
Shorter accounts for a further 25 species (from North America and
offshore Pacific island groups) are provided in Appendix A.
Appendix B lists all327 species by 12 categories ofthreat, such
as "situation critical: action urgent when population found," or "situation
terminal: action urgent if population extant." At a glance this helps one
evaluate priorities for conservation, while conveying how little we know
about many species. Sadly, but inevitably, several Mexican species such
as Bearded Wood-Partridge (Dendrortyx barbatus) and Guadalupe Junco
(Junco [hyemalis] insularis) rank highly. Appendix C lists threatened
species by country and island groups.
If the thought of327 threatened species is not sobering enough,
Appendix D lists a further 325 near-threatened species (41 of which occur
in Mexico) in the Americas. An invaluable 80-page bibliography rounds
out this highly recommended publication. This RDB is a benchmark for
monitoring the future of endangered bird species in the Americas. It
highlights the predicament of all life, and points the way ahead to preserve
the planet's rich biodiversity, of which humans might be termed a
"significantly insignificant" fraction.-S.N.G.H.
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Euphonia is a peer-reviewed journal dedicated to the study ofthe avifuana
of Mexico. Euphonia solicits papers that are both useful to and
understandable by amateur and professional field ornithologists and also
contribute significantly to the scientific literature. The journal welcomes
contributions from both professionals and amateurs. If your information
is within the scope of the journal (see below) and worthy of publication,
the editor will be glad to guide you in preparing your manuscript.
CONTENT AND GEOGRAPHIC COVERAGE
Appropriate topics include distribution, migration, status, identification,
geographic variation, conservation, behavior, ecology, population
dynamics, habitat requirements, the effects of pollution, and field
techniques. Good photographs of rare or unusual birds, unaccompanied
by a note or paper but with fully descriptive captions, are welcome. Site
guides are acceptable if they add significantly to previously published
knowledge of bird distribution, status, or population. Highly technical
studies and laboratory studies not bearing directly on field ornithology are
not appropriate. Geographic coverage for Euphonia is the country of
Mexico and adjacent waters.
PREPARATION OF MANUSCRIPTS
Papers may be either in English with a Spanish Resumen, or in Spanish
with an English Summary. For matters of style not treated below, refer to
the sixth edition CBE Style Manual, which is titled Scientific Style and
Format: The CBE Manual for Authors, Editors, and Publishers (ISBN
0521-47154-0). The price is $34.95 (plus shipping and tax) and it may be
ordered from Cambridge Uniyersity Press at 1-800-872-7423, or at any
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bookstore that places special orders to publishers (order from Cambridge
University Press, not the CBE). It is highly recommended. For general
advice on English style, see The Elements of Style, 3rd edition (William
Strunk, Jr. and E. B. White, Macmillan, New York; available inexpensively
at bookstores everywhere).
Make papers and notes as short as possible without omitting
essential information or sacrificing readability. Manuscripts must be
typewritten or computer printed, including tables, double spaced on
opaque white 8.5 x 11-inch paper, on one side only, with ample margins.
Single space after punctuation that ends a sentence and after colons.
Number each page at bottom center. In the upper right comer of all pages
except the first, place the first author's name. Submit three copies, and
make sure to keep a copy for yourself. When possible, accepted manuscripts,
including any revisions, should be submitted on diskette (3 .5-inch or 5.25inch) in Wordperfect or ASCII format.

TITLE, AUTHOR'S NAME, AND AUTHOR'S ADDRESS
The paper's title should be as descriptive as possible but not over fifteen
words long. Type the title all in capital letters, flush left (beginning at the
left margin of the page). Double space below the title and type your name
flush left, followed by a comma and your address. If the paper has
coauthors, list their names and addresses in the same manner. Combine
names and address of two or more authors with the same address on one
line. Always include the zip or postal code and country.
TEXT
Indent the first line of each paragraph, except the first of each section and
in extended species lists with annotations, where each species is a separate
paragraph. In such cases, each paragraph should start with the species'
common name in boldface.
Introduction. An introductory paragraph should state briefly the
study's objectives, inform the reader what the paper is about, and most
importantly, entice him to read further. The introduction is not the place
for a long historical review of the subject. Do not use the heading
"Introduction."
Subheads. Divide papers longer than about 2000 words
(approximately 10 typewritten pages) into sections, and, if necessary,
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subsections. Identify each section except the introduction with a brief
heading. Type each primary head in all capital letters, flush left on its own
line. Type each secondary head in capitals and lower case letters, flush left
on its own line. Tertiary headings should be avoided, but if used type each
tertiary head in capitals and lower case letters, run in to the first line of the
following text. Do not use more that three levels of headings. The
following primary headings are often useful, but should only be used as
appropriate, and can be modified: Methods (or Study Areas and Methods),
Results, Discussion (or combined Results and Discussion), and Summary.
Summary. Include a concise summary, in the same language as
the body ofthe paper, in papers longer than about2000 words. A Resumen
(for papers in English) or Summary (for papers in Spanish) will be
prepared for you, and will appear immediately before Acknowledgements.
Acknowledgements. Include full first and last names of people
being acknowledged; omit titles and degrees.
REFERENCES
Ensure accuracy by always checking your literature citations against the
original sources. Before submitting a manuscript, check all citations in the
article against the citations list and vice versa, to ensure consistency.
If you cite five or fewer references, include each reference with
its citation in the text ("in-line citations"). If you cite references in text
instead of at the end of the paper, use the same style described below. If
you cite more than five references, group the references at the end of the
paper in a LITERATURE CITED section. Abbreviate as follows: "ed."
(editor or edition), "eds." (editors,), "vol., vols." (volume, volumes).
Citations in the text. Use the Harvard (name/date) system of
citation; that is, cite references in text as "(Smith 1970)," with no comma
between name( s) and year. When possible, incorporate reference citations
into the structure of sentences, as in "Smith (1970) reported that" or
"According to Smith (1970)." Distinguish papers published by the same
author(s) in the same year by lower-case letters, beginning with "a,"
following the year (see below). Cite references by three or more authors
by the first author's name only, followed by "et al." (do D..Q1 underline or
italicize), followed by the year. Separate two author's names with an "and"
(not an ampersand,"&"). Include page numbers when you quote directly
or when you wish to specify a particular part of a reference: "(Smith
1970:592-593)." Cite unpublished material in text without underlining. A
few examples: relevant data from others: "(R. Smith unpubl. data);"
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correspondence or other written material on file: "(R. Smith in litt.);"
verbal statements and material not on file: "(R. Smith pers. comm.)." Do
not use, "op. cit." to refer to an earlier citation. Multiple citations, order
chronologically, may be included in one parenthetical, for example: "The
avifauna of several adjacent islands has been examined (Smith 1970, Jehl
and Everett 1985, Howell et al. 1993)."
Include LITERATURE CITED as a primary heading, as described
above. Use the following examples as models for references. Note
carefully the rules of capitalization, punctuation and spacing used. Do not
italicize or underline names or titles. Do not write out author's first or
middle names. Indent all lines subsequent to the first. Double space after
each of the periods separating author, year, title, and journal (or publisher
in the case of books). Do llQ! include references to unpublished sources
("pers. comm.," etc.) in the LITERATURE CITED section. Unpublished
papers or manuscripts should not be cited, unless they are readily available
and the source is provided.
Journals. For article titles, capitalize only the first letter of the
first word and of proper nouns. Journal abbreviations follow the format
given in Serial sources for the BIOSJS Previews Database (Biological
Abstracts, Inc. (BIOSIS), Philadelphia, PA.; published biannually and
available in larger libraries). Ifin doubt, spell journal names out completely,
and they will be abbreviated for you. No comma should appear between
the journal name and volume. For monographs, transactions, occasional
papers, memoirs etc., include the publisher and city (and state and/or
country if not obvious) if it is not clear from the series title.

Papers by multiple authors:
Erickson, R. A., A. D. Barron, and R. A. Hamilton. 1992. A recent Black
Rail record for Baja California. Euphonia 1:19-21.
Paton, P. W. C., J. M. Scott and T. A. Burr. 1985. American Coot and Blacknecked Stilt on the island ofHawaii. W. Birds 16:175-181.

More than one paper by same author(s) in one year:
Anthony, A. W. 1895. The fulmars of southern California.
Auk 12:88-97.
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Anthony, A. W., and D. C. Smith. 1895a. More sightings offulmars off
California. Auk 12:390.
Anthony, A. W., and D. C. Smith. 1895b. The St. Lucas Flycatcher in
California. Wilson Bull. 7: 190.

Monographs, Transactions, etc.
Friedmann, H., L. Griscom, and R. T. Moore. 1950. Distributional checklist of the birds of Mexico, part I. Pacific Coast Avif. 29:1-202.
Parrish, J. R., ed. 1989. The Raptor Research Foundation Bibliographic
Index (1967-1986). Raptor Research Rep. 7:1-61.

Books. Capitalize all words in the title except articles, conjunctions and
prepositions. Include the publisher and publisher's location (city, and state
or country if ambiguous), but omit the number of pages. Abbreviate words
in the publisher's name using the same format as for journal abbreviations.
Do not italicize or underline names or titles. Generally, include volume,
part, or edition numbers after the title, separated by a comma.
Feduccia, A. 1980. The Age of Birds. Harvard Univ. Press, Cambridge,
Mass.
Miller, J. A., S.M. Friedman, D. Grigsby and A. Huddle, compilers. 1993.
The Island Press Bibliography of Environmental Literature.
Island Press, Covelo, Calif.
Scott, S. L., ed. 1987. Field Guide to the Birds ofNorth America, 2nd ed.
Natl. Geogr. Soc., Washington, D.C.
Wilbur, S. R. 1987. BirdsofBajaCalifornia. Univ. Calif. Press, Berkeley.

Part of a book. Capitalize the chapter or article title as if it were a journal
article title; capitalize the book title as with other books. Include the
volume editor(s) ifthere are no listed authors, and pertinent page numbers.
Italicize only the word "in" where it occurs immediately before the book
title.
Olson, S. L. 1985. The fossil record of birds. Pp. 79-238, in Farner, D.
S., J. R. King and K. C. Parkes, eds. Avian Biology, vol. 8.
Academic Press, Orlando, Fla.

"In-house" reports. Reports by government agencies or environmental
consulting firms are not usually available in libraries, so avoid citing them
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if possible. If you must cite them, include the address from which the
report is available. Without these addresses, researchers who are not
personal acquaintances of yours will find it difficult if not impossible to
locate your original sources.
Egbert, J. 1981. Field inventories in New Mexico of selected Gila Valley
birds. Unpubl. report, New Mexico Dept. of Game and Fish,
State Capitol, Santa Fe, N.M. 87503.
APPENDICES
Place long lists of records or other data in an appendix. Condense material
as much as possible. Use punctuation only to the extent necessary to avoid
ambiguity. Type the heading, "APPENDIX" as a primary heading, as
described above. If your paper has more than one appendix number the
appendices with Arabic numerals, starting with 1. Begin each appendix
with a brief explanatory paragraph that includes definitions of all
nonstandard abbreviations used. The name of any month may be abbreviated
by its first three letters.
TABLES
Tables are expensive to have typeset and are awkward to handle. Therefore,
include in your paper as few tables as possible. Seriously consider whether
you can present your tabulated data just as effectively in the text, or for that
matter, whether they are even essential to your paper. Do not repeat the
same information in text, appendices, or tables. If at all possible, make
tables narrow and long instead of wide and short. Tables that must be
turned sideways on the page waste considerable space. Draw no rules in
tables; the editor will insert them. Double space all tables.
FIGURES
When you prepare illustrations, remember that they will be reduced as
necessary to fit within one page of Euphonia text. Number each figure with
an Arabic numeral, starting with 1.
Line art (maps, graphs, charts, sketches). Draw figures on goodquality, white drawing paper or graph paper with light blue lines (light blue
lines do not reproduce during photo offset printing). The maximum
dimensions of the paper should be 11 x 17 inches; if your original drawing
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is larger than this, reduce it before submitting it. Use india ink if possible;
ordinary "lead" pencil is passable if dark and sharp. Light pencil shading
will not reproduce. Line art produced through a dot-matrix computer
printer is usually not suitable for photo offset reproduction.
It is essential that lettering within figures be compatible with the
detail in the figure. Line art will often be reduced, so do not include
lettering so small, or draw detail so fine that it will be lost when the figure
is reduced. You may find it easiest to draw line art roughly twice the size
it will appear in the journal. The graphics manager will calculate the proper
reduction. Typewritten lettering is usually not acceptable; lettering within
your figures should be produced with a mechanical lettering device,
pressure sensitive letters (available at office and art supply stores), or by
computer.
Photographs. Photographs are expensive to print, and may
require some financial contribution from the authors to be included. Good
contrast and sharpness are important, but for documentation of records,
most photos are acceptable if the bird is identifiable. Indicate desired
cropping on the margins of the photo.
Figure legends. Type both legends for line art and captions for
photos on a separate sheet of paper. Include enough information in the
legend that the figure can be understood without reference to the text. Do
not indent legends. Include a credit with each photo. Examples:
Figure 1. Scatter plot of value of length of primary five versus length of
tail in samples of young female Empidonax difficilis and E. jlaviventris.
Figure 2. Homed Puffin roosting at a crevice entrance on Island Rock,
Oregon, 3 July 1979.
Photo by Michael R. Graybill
Note that photo credits are set flush right in italics.

STYLE FOR THE EUPHONIA
Use standard American English or Mexican Spanish spelling, grammar,
and punctuation. In English the correct spelling is "Mexico." In Spanish
contexts it should be rendered "Mexico" (with the diacritic). When using
any foreign language terms, or quoting text (e.g., Spanish in an English
paper), use italics, or underline if italics are unavailable. Accompanying
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translations should appear within brackets in the standard typeface.
Prose. Good scientific writing is simple and direct. Write in
active, first-person voice whenever possible; that is, write, "I saw" instead
of" ... was seen" or "the author saw." Avoid bureaucratic jargon or slang.
Use the proper tense of verbs, present for conditions that still exist, past for
completed events. Use the past tense to refer to statements in published
literature. For example, write "Friedmann et al. (1950) stated that ... "
instead of"Friedmann et al. (1950) state that. ... "Authors have completed
their statement, even though one may pull the book off the shelf and read
it today. A void writing in the conditional tense; that is, do not use the word
"would" unless it is necessary. Introduce restrictive clauses with "that,"
unrestrictive clauses with "which."
Use the spelling "juvenal" only as an adjective specifying the
first plumage in which a bird flies. That is, "juvenal plumage" is acceptable
but "juvenal shorebirds" and "juvenals" (as a noun) are not. The spelling
"juvenile" is acceptable as either an adjective or a noun, but restrict the
term to birds in the first plumage in which they fly. For other ages of nonadult birds or young of uncertain plumage, use such words as "immature,"
"first-year," "young," or"frrst-basic," as appropriate. Form ore information
on good scientific writing, see the two style books cited above.
Nomenclature. Include and capitalize the common names of all
plant and animal species, ifthe species has a generally accepted common
name. However, do not capitalize the name if it is used commonly for more
than one species; for example, Ponderosa Pine and Jeffrey Pine are both
referred to as yellow pine. Do not capitalize shared portions of common
names in a list (e.g., Ponderosa and Jeffrey pine). For English common
names of birds, use the common names in the 6th edition of the American
Ornithologists' Union Check-list of North American Birds, and
supplements. For Spanish names of birds, use Nombres en Castellano
para las Aves Mexicanas by Andres M. Sada, Allan R. Philips, and Mario
A. Ramos (1984, Inst. Nacional de Investigacion sobre Resursos Bioticos,
Xalapa, Veracruz, Mexico).
Include the italicized scientific name of each species after the
first mention of its common name in text; underline if italics are unavailable.
If all or most species mentioned are listed in a table or individual species
accounts, you may instead give the scientific names there. For birds, use
the taxonomy and scientific names in the 6th edition of the American
Ornithologists' Union Check-list ofNorth American Birds or other recent
authority on bird taxonomy (cite the source). Italicize (or underline) the
scientific names of genera, species and subspecies, but not those of
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families, orders, or other higher taxonomic categories.
Numbers and measurements. Useonlythemetricsystem for all
measurements. English system measurements may be added parenthetically
if desired. Use numerals with all units of measurement, including dates, as
well as page numbers, percentages, and values that include decimals, for
example: 2 hours, 5.1 %, 7 km, 0.37 m 2 • Use decimals instead of fractions.
Do not leave a decimal naked; that is, write "0.2" instead of".2" in text,
tables and figures. In most situations not mentioned above, write out
numbers less than 11 (i.e., "one through ten," "third and fourth place," but
"12th through 21st''), except for the sake of consistency within a listing;
thus, "20 loons, 15 grebes and 7 ducks." Use commas only within numbers
with five or more digits: "1200" or"12,000" or"l2,000,000."Neverbegin
a sentence with a numeral; write it out or re-work the sentence. Use the 24hourtime system: 1530 instead of3:30 p.m., 0700 instead of7 a.m., etc.
Write dates with the day preceding the month and without commas: "23
July 1982." Use no apostrophe in expressions such as "the 1920s."
Abbreviations. Many standard abbreviations may be used
without explanation, but should include periods: i.e., e.g., pers. comm., 1.,
Mt., but avoid littering a sentence with too many abbreviations.
Abbreviations for standard measurements should not include periods
("250m," "120.5 g," "20 yr," and "60 sec"). Note that plural and singular
terms for standard measurements are abbreviated the same way.

Send manuscripts and summaries for Recent Ornithological Literature to:
Michael A. Patten, Editor, Department ofBiology, University of
California, Riverside, California 92521 U.S.A.
Send recent sightings (with details) to: Kurt Radamaker, P. 0. Box 1408,
Bonita, California 91908, U.S.A.
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