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Sandhill Cranes, Merced NWR.  
Photographed by Jim Gain during the 
Stanislaus Audubon Photobombers’ 
Birdathon. 



The 2021 WFO Birdathon—A Tremendous Success! 
 
Andrew Mauro 
 
When WFO decided to host a September–October birdathon as a follow-up to its virtual 
conference, we weren’t quite sure what to expect. These were uncertain times. WFO 
was about to hold its first-ever birdathon in the midst of a worldwide pandemic. And all 
of this on the heels of WFO’s first-ever virtual conference. Could we pull this off? 
  
We shouldn’t have worried. 
 
Our 17 teams, totaling about 70 birders, and all their loyal sponsors will forever go down 
in the annals of WFO history as charter members of WFO’s “First Birdathon Club.” The 
makeup of the teams covered the gamut. We had fast-rising, energetic youth teams, 
along with well-seasoned veterans. Some comprised good everyday birders, while 
others represented elite birders. As might have been expected, most of the teams were 

from California. But there were also 
multiple teams fielded in Colorado and 
Washington, and then there was an 
international team over the border in 
Vancouver, Canada.  
 
Some teams were up at dawn and birded 
all day in their attempt to maximize 
species count. Others embraced a 
relaxed pace more focused on improving 
birding skills or just enjoying a fun day of 
birding. One team admirably sought to 
minimize its carbon footprint by focusing 
on a concentrated search in one special 
locale. Another team set out only to count 
birds it could document by digital image. 
Most teams conducted a self-contained, 
unified field operation, but three teams 
were aided by distant friends who 
contributed bird sightings and 
sponsorships from other states or 
countries. 
 
When all the species and contributions 
were tallied, more than 250 fellow birders, 

friends, and family members gave donations to support their favorite team. In the end, 
Birdathon donations topped $35,000, greatly exceeding our most optimistic 
expectations. Thank you all! 
 
Read the full Birdathon story 
 
 
 
 
 

https://westernfieldornithologists.org/publications/newsletter/2021_wfo_birdathon/


ANNUAL WFO CONFERENCE 
  
After two years without our in-person annual conference, WFO will resume with our 
2022 conference in Reno, Nevada, September 7–11. The conference will be held at the 
Whitney Peak Hotel, Reno’s only nonsmoking/nongaming conference venue!  
 
As always, the conference offers excellent and informative presentations and 
workshops, as well as a variety of field trips to many of the hotspots in west-central 
Nevada, the Lake Tahoe area, and the east-central Sierra Nevada of California. Enjoy 
spectacular scenery, great weather, and all the highlights of fall migration. See old 
friends again and make new ones. Look for more information and details in  
early 2022. Here are some features of our next program. 
 
• Science Sessions Friday and Saturday afternoons, with Friday plenary address by   
Elisabeth Ammon, Executive Director, Great Basin Bird Observatory 
• Photo Identification and bird sound challenge events 
• Workshops covering a variety of bird identification topics and field skills 
• Plenty of full-day field trips (Thursday and Sunday) and half-day trips (Friday and 
Saturday mornings) 
• Saturday banquet and keynote talk by Rodney Siegel, Executive Director, Institute for 
Bird Populations 
 
 

  Carpenter Valley, Nevada County, a destination on the list of field trips for this 

year’s WFO Conference. 



NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE SEEKS INDIVIDUALS TO SERVE  
ON WFO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
The Nominations Committee is soliciting suggestions for nominations for three positions 
on the WFO Board of Directors that will become open in September 2022 when the 
terms of current Board members Kimball Garrett and Karen Havlena expire, and when 
Dan Gibson retires from the Board having completed the first three-year term of Ed 
Pandolfino. Nominees must be members of WFO, and self-nominations are welcome. 
Each Board member serves on one or more of the following committees: Publications, 
Student Programs, Finance, Fundraising and Outreach, Conservation and Science 
Policy, Field Trips, Meetings, and Awards, as well as ad hoc committees. In addition to 
assuming a planning, policy-making, and oversight role, Board members are involved in 
organizing and conducting the annual conference.  
 
The term for two of the positions is for three years, and those newly elected Board 
members are eligible for a second three-year term. The third position would be to fill a 
vacant second three-year term. The Board meets three or four times a year by 
teleconference or Zoom and in person at the annual conference. Board members are 
expected to attend the annual conference. We seek hardworking, engaged members. 
Being a Board member represents a significant commitment of time and energy, and 
prospective Board members should be dedicated to helping maintain and grow all of our 
programs, including the publication of Western Birds.  
 
Nominations are welcome at any time, but the committee seeks to establish a slate of 
candidates by May 1, 2022. Members interested in proposing a nominee to serve on the 
Board may contact John Harris, chair of the Nominations Committee, at 
johnh@mills.edu. 

—John Harris 
 
 
 
HELP WFO MATCH A GENEROUS GRANT 
 
Ron Mallory, a WFO patron and longtime member, has offered a $50,000 matching 
grant to the WFO Publications Fund. The fund supports our peer-reviewed publications, 
most notably our previous five special publications. This year, we expect to publish our 
sixth, Birds of Inyo County by Tom and Jo Heindel, a product of decades of work on 
historical and recent bird records in a county that encompasses the highest and the 
lowest points in the continental United States. We produce these publications as a 
service to researchers and to the ornithological community. We believe our publications 
carry clout with both government agencies and organizations that develop and advocate 
conservation policies.  
 
Our efforts to match Ron’s grant will continue in 2022. Donations can be made on 
our website using a credit card. If you pay with a check, please note on your 
donation “Mallory matching contribution.”  

—Jon L. Dunn 
 
 
 

mailto:johnh@mills.edu
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SbkKwY&mc=I1&s=rW8vu&u=BYPG&z=EQfbJfR&
https://westernfieldornithologists.org/donate/


 
BOOKS THAT HELPED ME NAVIGATE ANOTHER COVID SUMMER AND FALL 
 
Kimball L. Garrett 
 
I suspect it was a common phenomenon that reading books and journals occupied more 
of our time through the pandemic than in pre-COVID times. Maybe we didn’t do less 
birding, but certainly reduced commuting and travel, fewer social activities, and CNN 
burnout all added up to more time to grab a book at home and read. 
 
Here I briefly mention four books that consumed me—as I consumed them—in the past 
few months. They’re not brand-new, and their scope and topics vary widely, but all left 
an impression and are heartily recommended to birders and ornithologists in western 
North America and elsewhere.  
 
 
The Largest Avian Radiation: The Evolution of Perching Birds, or the Order 
Passeriformes. Jon Fjeldså, Les Christidis, and Per G. P. Ericson, eds. Lynx 
Edicions, Barcelona. 2020.  
 
My original thought was to write a review of this captivating book for the newsletter, but 
in a conversation with Western Birds book review editor Cat Waters, we decided a 
review would be more appropriate for the journal. But I’d still like to whet readers’ 
appetites with a brief mention here.  
 

Sixty percent of all bird species are in the order 
Passeriformes. This edited volume summarizes our 
current knowledge of passerine phylogeny, much of it 
unraveled only in the past decade or so as genomic 
analyses and bioinformatics algorithms have become 
more sophisticated and thorough. The book is lavishly 
illustrated throughout by lead editor Jon Fjeldså. Two-
thirds of its 445 pages are accounts of the major 
passerine lineages: the suboscines, the basal 
songbirds, and crow-like passerines, and the five 
superfamilies of the “higher” songbirds (Paroidea, 
Sylvioidea, Cethioidea, Muscicapoidea, and 
Passeroidea). Not all birders will find this taxonomic 
sausage-making relevant, but the text provides highly 
readable detail about the evolutionary relationships 
between and within these groups and provides answers 

to what any bird student must surely wonder: where did our birds “come from,” 
evolutionarily and biogeographically?  
 
Consider that vireos, with several dozen species in the Americas, first diverged in the 
Oriental region (where we find the Pteruthius shrike-babblers and Erpornis, now 
considered part of the Vireonidae), colonizing the New World via the Beringian land 
bridge in the mid-Miocene. Their dalliance with wood-warblers in mid-20th-century field 
guides and checklists was entirely artificial, as they are more closely related to shrikes, 
crows, and Old World orioles (for example) than to any nine-primaried songbirds. Or 
take the concept of a “towhee.” Big, long-tailed, ground-scratching sparrows, for sure. 



But the “brown” towhees are allied with the Middle American ground-sparrows and now 
placed with them in the genus Melozone and are also closely related to the three 
sparrows that remain in the genus Aimophila. The brighter and more patterned towhees 
(e.g., Spotted and Green-tailed in the American West) form a different, though related, 
clade and retain the generic name Pipilo. A minor thing, it might seem, but try looking at 
the next California Towhee in a new light—it’s not the close cousin of the Spotted 
Towhee in the next shrub over, but something more like a far northern ground-sparrow 
and an outsized Rufous-crowned Sparrow.  
 
The book is not without a few careless mistakes, and its perspective is slanted to its 
mainly Scandinavian writing team, but it is an enjoyable and masterful summary of what 
we know about passerine evolution and is highly recommended.  
 
 
Naturalized Parrots of the World: Distribution, Ecology, and Impacts of the 
World’s Most Colorful Colonizers. Stephen Pruett-Jones, ed. Princeton University 
Press, Princeton, NJ. 2021.  
 
I have submitted a full review of this book to the 
Wilson Journal of Ornithology, but couldn’t resist 
mentioning it here since I spent quite a bit of time 
with it, but more importantly because it covers a topic 
keenly relevant to birders in urban regions of 
California (as well as south Texas, Florida, and other 
areas). Naturalized parrots make up a significant part 
of many urban avifaunas, and the global numbers  
are staggering—tens of millions of parrots involving 
80 percent of all parrot species have been 
transported for the pet trade, and about one in five 
parrot species has established populations in at least 
one country where not native.   
 
This book, with 35 contributing authors, deals with 
various aspects of the mechanisms of naturalization, 
ecological, and economic issues arising from 
naturalized parrot populations, and the details of naturalized parrot populations in 
Europe, the United States, Hawaiian Islands, South Africa, and Australia. Other 
chapters discuss the two most widespread and abundant naturalized parrots in the 
world, the Rose-ringed Parakeet (Psittacula krameri) and the Monk Parakeet  
(Myiopsitta monachus). The management of parrot populations is a frequent theme,  
and many authors list perceived benefits (societal and ecological) of some naturalized 
parrot populations along with evidence of negative impacts.  
 
Naturalized parrots aren’t going away, even if some recent legal restrictions on trade 
might slow the rate of new establishments. If you’re curious why they’re here, what 
impacts they’re having, and why naturalized parrot scenarios play out over much of the 
globe, this volume will provide lots of answers even as it poses an equal number of 
questions.  
 
 
 



The Australian Bird Guide. Peter Menkhorst, Danny Rogers, Rohan Clarke, Jeff 
Davies, Peter Marsack, and Kim Franklin. Princeton University Press, Princeton 
NJ. 2017. 
 
Why mention this guide? It describes an avifauna far removed from western North 
America, and I have no immediate plans to go to Australia (though a brief trip there in 
2000 certainly did whet my appetite for return visits to learn about this fascinating 
avifauna). I can enjoy Australia’s birds vicariously through this guide, but I mostly 
wanted to highlight it because it combines numerous features that make it one of the 
best-produced continental bird guides I have ever seen.  
 

At 566 pages, 10-by-7-inch dimensions, and a hefty weight, 
this is not a pocket guide but certainly a worthy reference to 
be kept close at hand. Most plates and facing page 
accounts treat only three to five species, so a great deal of 
detail is included. The painted plates, by Davies, Marsack, 
and Franklin, are uniformly stunning and accurate. With 
limited familiarity with Australian birds, I judge the accuracy 
of the plates based on those depicting species I know from 
North America (mostly waterbirds, but a few landbirds as 
well), and these all capture structure, attitude, and plumage 
amazingly well.  
 
I like how the maps show subspecies distribution through 
color-coding, with areas of intergradation shown through 
color blending. Another useful feature is the five-increment 

“likelihood of encounter” circle, ranging from empty (good luck finding those species) to 
full (species even I can’t miss, like Sulfur-crested Cockatoo or Willie Wagtail).  
 
Thirty introductory pages cover topics as diverse as molts and plumage sequences, 
judging size, birding equipment, documenting records, and a six-page guide by Leo 
Joseph to the evolution and classification of Australian birds. This last section and a 
complete species list in an appendix that follows the current IOC sequence are 
especially helpful since the guide opts not to follow a strict phylogenetic sequence but 
instead groups birds by broad biome (marine birds, freshwater birds, terrestrial birds) 
and structure and habits (e.g., hawks, falcons, and owls are grouped sequentially). 
In short, this beautifully produced and densely informative guide more than does justice 
to one of the planet’s most fascinating avifaunas.   
 
 
 
Peterson Field Guide to Bird Sounds of Western North America. Nathan Pieplow. 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Boston, MA. 2019. 
 
Nathan is well known to WFO members for his highly entertaining and deeply instructive 
bird sound workshops at WFO meetings. His presentation at the virtual 2021 WFO 
Conference on a shared vocabulary for describing bird sounds was so impressive that it 
prompted me to spend much more time looking through this guide than I had in the 
couple of years since I obtained a copy. Every time I consult it, I am in awe of the sheer 
amount of field work (and computer time) that went into its production and the 



encyclopedic nature of the information presented—both on the details and distinctions 
of the sounds produced by each species and on the context of these sounds.   
 

These days we are fortunate to have readily available 
comprehensive collections of bird sound recordings (particularly 
Xeno-canto and the Macaulay Library at the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology), but as one utilizes those important resources, I’d 
suggest having a copy of this guide handy for the details of each 
species’ repertoire. My only complaint, stemming I presume 
from a publisher’s decision, is that what could have been a 
comprehensive North American guide is rather artificially split 
into two volumes (this and a companion eastern guide), making 
comparisons among many species more difficult as their 
accounts are in different books. But this minor quibble aside, this 
is a book all birders and field ornithologists in western North 
America must have.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

A TALE OF TWO ATLASES 
 

Published by the Central Valley Bird Club, 
Sacramento County Breeding Birds: A Tale of 
Two Atlases and Three Decades of Change 
compares the results of two Breeding Bird 
Atlases for Sacramento County conducted nearly  
30 years apart and looks at changes in breeding 
bird status and distribution in the context of 
dramatic changes in land use. Ed Pandolfino, Lily 
Douglas, Tim Manolis, and Chris Conard focus 
on the most significant changes with chapters on 
changes in land use and climate, new and lost 
breeders, and species showing significant 
changes in range or habitat use. The results for 
every species are displayed on individual pages 
with maps and charts. The changes are also put 
into the perspective of regional and range-wide 
trends. The bottom line from this comparison is 

not a story of “doom and gloom” but a testament to the amazing resiliency and 
adaptability of birds. The book is filled with original art by Barry MacKay and 
coauthor Tim Manolis. It will be reviewed in an upcoming issue of Western Birds. 
Obtain a copy from the Central Valley Bird Club. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cvbirds.org/birding-resources/birding-references/sacramento-county-breeding-birds/


 
WESTERN BIRD NEWS 
AUTUMN 2021 
 
Paul E. Lehman 
 
The fall season in 2021 was somewhat of a mixed bag in western North America: 
excellent for many “mid-level” rarities in coastal California, but slower farther north, in 
the deserts, and farther east in states like Colorado. That being said, autumn is always 
an exciting time of year, and plenty of top-shelf rarities, including a number of first and 
second state records, were discovered. Some “eastern” warblers and other species 
were found in especially high numbers along California’s coast, with some “spillover”  
to other states, headlined by Blackburnian, Tennessee, Magnolia, Bay-breasted, 
Chestnut-sided, Pine, and Canada. Unfortunately, almost all regions in the West 
reported mediocre to poor numbers of many western migrants. And although it was cold 
in Alaska and stormy in the Pacific Northwest, most areas farther east and south were 
relatively mild late into the season. Late-lingering migrants were also a recurring theme 
in a number of states. Covid concerns continued to keep a few of the most popular 
migrant traps off-limits to birders, at least in Washington and Alaska. 
 
 
Alaska: A Spotted Redshank was in Southeast Alaska at Gustavus on 23 Oct. An adult 
Brown Booby was in the northeast Gulf of Alaska on 11 Sep. Two Gray Catbirds were in 
Sitka during Sep. In western Alaska, at Shemya Island in the western Aleutians, a 
Cedar Waxwing on 22 Sep was a real shocker, whereas the Garganey, Baikal Teal, 
Willow Warbler (first Aleutian record), and Kamchatka Leaf-Warbler there that month 
seemed almost pedestrian by comparison. A Belted Kingfisher wandered far west to 
Adak Island in the central Aleutians, Sep–Nov. Gambell, St. Lawrence Island, hosted an 
unusually cooperative Middendorff’s Grasshopper Warbler on 4 Sep, that site’s 5th or 
6th in fall, as well as season totals of one Willow Warbler, one or two “Siberian” 
Chiffchaffs, four Dusky Warblers, seven Siberian Accentors, and four Little Buntings, as 
well as its first Mountain Bluebird. A Steller’s Sea-Eagle was near King Salmon on  
6 Nov, and the long-staying individual at St. Paul Island continued. A record irruption of 
American Coots occurred virtually statewide. (Nat Drumheller, Sulli Gibson, Paul 
Lehman, Gus Van Vliet) 
 
 

        
 
 
 

Adult Brown Booby; northeast Gulf of 
Alaska, AK; 11 Sep 2021. Photo: 
Robin Corcoran 
 

Middendorff's Grasshopper Warbler; 
Gambell, AK; 4 Sep 2021. Photo: Hal 
& Kirsten Snyder 
 



                                       
 
 
 
 
  
British Columbia: On 14 Nov, two Oriental Turtle-Doves were found in Prince Rupert, 
the 5th record for BC. There was a single Oriental Turtle-Dove in the same town at a 
different location on 15 July. On 18 Nov, a Eurasian Skylark (pekinensis group) was 
photographed at Sandspit in Haida Gwaii, the 3rd confirmed record involving an Asian 
subspecies in the province. A White Wagtail at Queen Charlotte City in Haida Gwaii  
18–29 Oct was the 17th record for BC. A Brambling was in Revelstoke on 19 Nov. An 
Orchard Oriole was banded at Rocky Point Bird Observatory in Metchosin on 28 Sep, 
the province’s 10th. (Melissa Hafting) 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
Washington: The state’s 5th Philadelphia Vireo, but first to be photo-documented,  
was in Adams Co. on 22 Sep, while the state’s 2nd Canada Warbler was in Grant Co. 
on 5–6 Sep, the 10th Blackburnian Warbler graced Skamania Co. 15–19 Nov, and a 
Prothonotary Warbler, Washington’s 6th, was in Spokane Co. on 6 Sep.  (Brad 
Waggoner) 
 

White Wagtail; Queen Charlotte City, BC; 
Oct 2021. Photo: Carey Bergman 
 

Orchard Oriole; Rocky Point Bird 
Observatory, BC; 28 Sep 2021. Photo: 
David M. Bell 
 

Little Bunting; Gambell, AK; 3 Sep 

2021. Photo: Hal & Kirsten Snyder 
Siberian Accentor; Gambell, AK; 7 Sep 

2021. Photo: Hal & Kirsten Snyder 



     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Oregon: For the second straight fall, Oregon added a new Phylloscopus to its state list: 
a Dusky Warbler inhabited Stonefield Beach State Wayside, Lane Co., 7–9 Oct. This 
species has been near the top of the list of “what’s next” predictions for years. It was 
otherwise a quiet autumn for top-shelf rarities. Emperor Goose staged a mini-invasion of 
sorts, with three single immatures: at Beaverton, Washington Co., 12–28 Oct; on Sauvie 
Island, Multnomah Co., 26 Oct; and at McNary Wildlife Area, Umatilla Co., 26 Oct–12 
Nov. Vagrant “eastern” warblers were scarce, exemplified by the nearly complete 
absence of Palm Warblers along the outer coast. Highlights included Oregon’s 13th 
Canada Warbler at Malheur NWR, Harney Co., on 2 Sep; its 18th Prairie Warbler at 
Wedderburn, Curry Co., on 7 Sep; and the state’s 16th Blackburnian Warbler at Cannon 
Beach, Clatsop Co., on 7 Oct. Although Mottled Petrels are known to occupy Oregon’s 
deep offshore waters, live birds are almost never seen from shore; thus, one spotted 
from Silver Point, Clatsop Co., 15 Nov, was exceptional. The only other pelagic bird of 
interest was the Brown Booby that took up residence on a channel marker in Coos Bay, 
Coos Co., from Aug through Nov. (Shawneen Finnegan, David Irons) 
 
   

Philadelphia Vireo; Adams County, 
WA; 22 Sep 2021. Photo: Will Brooks 
 

Canada Warbler; Grant County, WA;  
5-6 Sep 2021. Photo: Matt Yawney 
 

Blackburnian Warbler; Skamania County, 
WA; Nov 2021. Photo: Will Brooks 



       
 
 
 
 
 

                                                          
 
 
 
 
California: A potential 1st state record Eastern Towhee was in Jacumba, San Diego 
Co., 6–8 Nov. Appearing like a pure, young male Eastern, the bird, however, gave calls 
ranging from Eastern-like to rather Spotted-like, generating much debate over potential 
hybrid origins. A Tundra Bean-Goose was in Humboldt Co. from at least 14 Oct to  
3 Nov. Rare shorebirds included a Common Ringed Plover in Del Norte Co. in Sep and 
a Lesser Sand-Plover in Santa Cruz Co. also in Sep. But perhaps the shorebird 
highlight of the season was the exceptional single-site accumulation of rare shorebirds 
at Lake Tolowa, Del Norte Co., centered around 10 Sep, with the simultaneous 
presence of Hudsonian and Bar-tailed Godwits, Ruff, and up to two Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers. Another Bar-tailed Godwit was in Monterey/Santa Cruz Cos. Single Dusky 
Warblers were in Marin Co. 4–8 Oct and in Los Angeles Co. 9–16 Oct. Two Rufous-
backed Robins were together in eastern Riverside Co. during Nov, and two separate 
Red-faced Warblers were in San Diego Co., in Sep and Oct. A Great Crested 
Flycatcher in Santa Barbara Co. from at least 9 to 21 Nov was the latest ever for 
California and might conceivably winter locally. A good multi-species booby show off 
Southern and Central California included a Red-footed Booby well to the north in 
Humboldt County, its first. Also well north in Humboldt was a Broad-billed Hummingbird 
in mid-Oct, whereas a northerly Thick-billed Kingbird was in San Mateo Co. on 29 Oct. 
A Nelson’s Sparrow was especially unusual as to location and early date at Lake Tahoe 
11–13 Sep. One of the highlights of the season in much of coastal California was the  

Dusky Warbler; Stonefield Beach State 

Wayside, OR; 7 Oct 2021. Photo: Anne 

Heyerley 

 

Immature Emperor Goose; Beaverton, 

OR; Oct 2021. Photo: Dave Irons 

 

Blackburnian Warbler; Cannon Beach, 
OR; 7 Oct 2021. Photo: Diana Byrne 
 



relatively large numbers of many “mid-level” vagrants, especially warblers. For example, 
some 18 Yellow-green Vireos included especially unusual birds in Humboldt (two) and 
Lake Cos.; several Grace’s Warblers in Southern California were eclipsed by a northerly 
bird establishing Santa Cruz County’s first on 18 Sep; an incredible 12+ Pine Warblers 
were discovered statewide (including especially unusual in Humboldt and Riverside 
Cos.); and a particularly large number of Blackburnian Warblers were headlined by San 
Diego County’s impressive total of 18 individuals. Returning and continuing rarities 
included a Garganey at the Salton Sea for its 3rd winter, a Mexican Duck in Orange Co. 
for its 2nd, a Curlew Sandpiper back for its 3rd winter in Kings Co., the long-staying 
Northern Gannet in San Francisco/San Mateo Cos., and single Black Vultures in both 
Marin and Inyo Cos. (Paul Lehman, John Sterling) 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 

Great Crested Flycatcher; Goleta, Santa 

Barbara County, CA; Nov 2021. Photo: 

David Levasheff 
 

Immature male Eastern-type Towhee; 

Jacumba, San Diego County, CA; 6 

Nov 2021. Photo: Larry Sansone 

 
 

Tundra Bean-Goose; Humboldt 

County, CA; Oct–Nov 2021. Photo: 

Derek Hameister 
 

Nelson's Sparrow; Lake Tahoe, CA; 

12 Sep 2021. Photo: Martin Meyers 



       
 
 
 
 
 
 

                           
 
 
 
 
 
Montana: A Great Crested Flycatcher found in the northeastern corner of the state on  
9 Sep was a record late date for Montana. A Philadelphia Vireo banded near Florence, 
Missoula Co., on 8 Oct provided one of the few well-documented records from west of 
the divide and by far the latest occurrence in the state. Other record late dates were an 
Orange-crowned Warbler in Missoula on 24 Nov, a Chestnut-sided Warbler near 
Florence on 7 Nov, and a Palm Warbler in the Mission Valley, Lake Co., on 22 Nov. 
Montana’s 2nd Wood Thrush specimen was killed by a cat near Havre on 15 Oct. Also 
noteworthy was a male Brambling, Montana’s 9th record, that occurred at a feeder in 
Great Falls on 16–17 Oct.  (Jeff Marks) 
 
 

Grace's Warbler; Santa 

Cruz County, CA; 18 Sep 

2021. Photo: John Sterling 
 

Juvenile Lesser Sand-Plover; Santa Cruz 

County, CA; 22 Sep 2021. Photo: Curtis 

Marantz 

Thick-billed Kingbird; San Mateo County, CA; 

29 Oct 2021. Photo: John Sterling 



         
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nevada: A Nelson’s Sparrow at Las Vegas Bay, Lake Mead, on 5 Oct established the 
long-awaited 1st state record. Nevada’s 2nd endorsed record of Magnificent Frigatebird 
was over Henderson on 2 Sep, and the state’s 2nd Barred Owl was bordering the Black 
Rock Desert during Nov. The state’s 6th Ruff, a juvenile, was at Pyramid Lake on  
11 Sep. The Tropical Kingbird at Miller’s Rest Stop on 25 Sep was only the state’s 4th, 
and a Rufous-backed Robin at Corn Creek, near Las Vegas, during late Oct–early Dec 
was merely the state’s 3rd; whereas a Blue-winged Warbler at Fletcher Spring, Mineral 
Co., on 11 Sep was the 7th, and a Canada Warbler at Cactus Springs, Clark Co., on  
20 Sep established the 10th. (Martin Meyers) 
 
 

      
                                                  
 
 
 
 
 

Brambling; Great Falls, MT; 16–17 Oct 2021. 

Photo: Sharon Dewart-Hansen 

Philadelphia Vireo; Florence, 

MT; 8 Oct 2021. Photo: Tricia 

Rodriguez 
 

Juvenile Ruff; Pyramid Lake, NV; 11 

Sep 2021. Photo: Joe Tuvell 

Nelson's Sparrow; Lake Mead, 

NV; 5 Oct 2021. Photo: Brandon 

Miller 



                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
Arizona: The state’s 1st American Woodcock was in Cave Creek Canyon 6–15 Nov. 
The second-ever Yellow-footed Gull was at Lake Havasu (on both Arizona and  
California sides) 10 Sep–19 Nov. Arizona’s 8th Sharp-tailed Sandpiper was near 
Winslow on 29–30 Sep. Lake Havasu hosted its somewhat-expected single Parasitic 
and Long-tailed Jaegers in Sep, and two Long-taileds were at Roosevelt Lake 8–15 Sep 
and a Pomarine Jaeger was at San Carlos Reservoir on 8 Oct. Four Black-legged 
Kittiwakes in the state were an exceptional total. A Wood Thrush was in Mohave Co. on 
22 Oct. Other miscellanea included two Ruffs, a Lesser Black-backed Gull, two Least 
Flycatchers, and a Canada Warbler. (Gary Rosenberg) 
 
 

Magnificent Frigatebird; Henderson, 

NV; 2 Sep 2021. Photo: Chris Aquila 

Barred Owl; near Black Rock 

Desert, NV; Nov 2021. Photo: Ned 

Bohman 

Tropical Kingbird; Miller's Rest Stop, NV; 

25 Sep 2021. Photo: Ben Zyla 

Rufous-backed Robin; Corn 

Creek, NV; Oct–Dec 2021. 

Photo: Jeanne Tinsman 



        
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 

                                   
 
 
 
 
 
New Mexico: Headlining an active season for rarities were two state firsts: a Yellow-
footed Gull at Sumner Lake, De Baca Co., 10 Sep, and a Blue Mockingbird at 
Rattlesnake Springs, Eddy Co., 14 Nov. Both birds continued through Nov and together 
brought the state’s confirmed list to 551 species. An Ancient Murrelet that was found 
debilitated at Placitas, Sandoval Co., 17 Nov, and died soon thereafter (specimen to 
Museum of Southwestern Biology), provided New Mexico’s 2nd record. Other rare 
seabirds included a Pomarine Jaeger at Ute Lake, Quay Co., 24 Sep; a Long-tailed 

Juvenile Sharp-tailed Sandpiper; 

near Winslow, AZ; 29 Sep 2021. 

Photo: Chris McCreedy 
 

American Woodcock; Cave 

Creek Canyon, AZ; 6 Nov 2021. 

Photo: Harriet Marble 
 

First-cycle Yellow-footed Gull; 

Lake Havasu, AZ; 11 Sep 2021. 

Photo: Chris McCreedy 

Adult and juvenile Long-tailed 

Jaegers; Roosevelt Lake, AZ; 9 Sep 

2021. Photo: Chris McCreedy 
 

Juvenile Black-legged Kittiwake; 

Tucson, AZ; 6 Nov 2021. Photo: 

Gary Rosenberg 



Jaeger at Eagle Nest Lake, Colfax Co., 17–23 Sep; and a Black-legged Kittiwake at 
Albuquerque 22 Nov. Three Brant at Albuquerque, first seen 4 Nov, comprised the 
largest “flock” ever found in New Mexico. A vocal Tropical Kingbird far north at Clines 
Corners, Torrance Co., 22 Sep–8 Oct, provided the state’s 6th record. Single Sedge 
Wrens were at Santa Rosa, Guadalupe Co., 7–9 Oct and near Las Cruces 9 Oct, the 
latter a Doña Ana Co. first. A Canada Warbler was an Albuquerque crowd-pleaser at 
the University of New Mexico 7 Sep; there are fewer than 20 state records. (Sandy 
Williams) 
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Adult Pomarine Jaeger; Ute Lake, 

NM; 24 Sep 2021. Photo: Dan 

Robinson 

 

 

Adult Blue Mockingbird, with very 

blue color and red iris; Rattlesnake 

Springs, NM; Nov 2021. Photo: 

Jonathan P. Batkin 

First-cycle Yellow-footed 

Gull; Sumner Lake, NM; 

Sep–Nov 2021. Photo: 

Matthew J. Baumann 
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