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About the Field Trips

The 2026 WFO Annual Conference, our 50th, offers an extraordinary range of field trips across one of the
most ornithologically diverse regions in North America — the Klamath-Siskiyou bioregion of southern
Oregon and northern California, where the Cascades, Siskiyous, and Great Basin converge. Whether you
are chasing Great Gray Owls in mountain meadows, scanning shorebird-laden mudflats, or searching
California-affinity chaparral species at the edge of their ranges, there is a trip designed for you.

Trips range from a short walk in downtown Ashland's Lithia Park to full-day adventures reaching Summer
Lake, the South Oregon Coast, or Trinity County, California. Half-day trips typically depart at dawn
(~6:00—-6:30 AM) and return by midday; full-day trips return in the late afternoon. All departure times and
exact meeting locations will be confirmed by your trip leader.

Please read each trip description carefully and note requirements for permits, passes, and parking fees
before you arrive. The Ashland Hills Hotel & Suites (2525 Ashland Street) serves as the departure point
for all trips unless otherwise communicated by your leader.

General Packing Advice

September in southern Oregon brings wide temperature swings — from chilly 40°F dawns in the
mountains to warm 80°F+ afternoons in the valley. Pack layers you can add or remove throughout the
day. Mornings at elevation (Mount Ashland, Fourmile Lake, Summer Lake) can be frost-cold. Coastal trips
require windproof outer layers. Hydration is critical on all trips, particularly on full-day excursions.

What to Bring

Binoculars (essential) and spotting scope where noted

Field guide or birding app (eBird, Merlin)

Layered clothing: September mornings can be cool even in the Rogue Valley
Sun protection: hat, sunscreen, and sunglasses

Water (at least 1 liter per person) and trail snacks

Comfortable, sturdy walking shoes or hiking boots

Camera if desired

Trip Timing at a Glance

All field trips depart from the Ashland Hills Hotel & Suites between 5:30-7:30 AM. Your trip leader will
confirm your exact departure time and meeting location.

e Half-day trips return approximately 11:00 AM
e Full-day trips return approximately 4:30 PM

Carpooling

ALL FIELD TRIPS INVOLVE CARPOOLING.
Trip leaders will coordinate with their group prior to arrival at the conference.
e Drivers — Be sure you have plenty of gas in the tank.
e Riders — Please be considerate and contribute gas money to the drivers. (A suggested rate of
$0.72 per mile divided by all passengers is a common practice.)
Field trips will meet just outside the lobby entrance of the Ashland Hills Hotel & Suites. Leaders will check
in trip attendees and coordinate transportation to the site.
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Workshops

Conference workshops are listed below by the day they are offered.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

Advanced Spectrogram Reading
Presenter: Nathan Pieplow

Description: Spectrograms have revolutionized the study of bird sounds at least twice: first
when the Kay Elemetrics Sonagraph became commercially available in the 1960s, and again
when spectrograms made possible the automatic species identification apps of the 21st century.
This session will dive into the nuances of reading these computer-generated images of sounds.
We will discuss the strengths and limitations of the technology, learn to diagnose common
problems with audio recordings, and discuss why certain bird sounds look and sound the way
they do. The session assumes a solid familiarity with spectrograms, but could benefit anyone
who wants a deeper understanding of this fascinating topic.

Bio: Nathan Pieplow is the author of the Peterson Field Guide to Bird Sounds, published in two
volumes, Eastern (2017) and Western (2019). He has been fascinated by birds since his
childhood in South Dakota, and has intensively studied bird sounds since 2003. He is the
founder of the bird sound blog Earbirding.com, one of the authors of the Colorado Birding Trail,
and the former editor of the journal Colorado Birds. Nathan teaches writing and rhetoric at the
University of Colorado in Boulder.

The Stories Feathers Tell: Introduction to Molts and Plumages in Birds
Presenter: Ryan Terrill

Description: This workshop is aimed to give a background on molts, plumages, and ageing
birds. If you find these topics confusing or intimidating, this workshop is aimed to give you the
understanding to make these topics accessible. Molt is not as scary as it seems, and familiarity
with some basic principles and terminology will give participants a framework for learning and
understanding more about cycles of feather development in birds and how they can recognize
and discuss molts, plumages, and ageing systems in birds. We will review basic strategies of
molts in birds from a standpoint of pattern and evolutionary history; modern terminology for
molts and plumages, and discuss some basic ideas of why birds change their feathers in the
ways they do.

Bio: Ryan Terrill is the science director at the Klamath Bird Observatory and has studied and
published extensively on molts and plumages in birds.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

Unlocking Bird Sounds Through Juvenile Calls
Presenter: Ben Guo

Description: By examining juvenile bird sounds, this workshop explores how birds produce
sound and the role vocalizations play throughout the avian life cycle. Learn how natural
selection, learning and memory, and physical anatomy all help to create incredible vocal
diversity and gain a deeper, more holistic understanding of the birds around you.
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Bio: Ben Guo is a software developer at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, focused on Merlin and
Merlin Sound ID. Ben has been birding since the age of 10, and is especially interested in
birding by ear, whether diurnally or through nocturnal flight calls. At last year's WFO
Conference, Ben joined Nathan Pieplow to present the Sound ID Challenge.

Sharing Experiences and Best Practices for Regional Journals of Field
Ornithology

Presenter: Jay Withgott

Description: Journals of field ornithology specific to particular states, provinces, or regions
serve many purposes, ranging from the documentation of novel observations for the scientific
record to the cultivation of knowledge and community among birders and field ornithologists of
the region. Most states and provinces across western North America have some type of field
ornithology journal, and these vary in their goals, content, design, and publication process. This
workshop will bring together multiple editors of regional journals to discuss the approaches of
their own journals, to share what has worked and not worked, to outline challenges faced, and
to brainstorm solutions. Ideas and suggestions will be encouraged from WFO members in an
open free-flowing discussion.

Bio: Jay Withgott is an author of college and high-school textbooks in environmental science.
He is the editor of Oregon Birds, an eBird reviewer, and a board member of the Xerces Society
for Invertebrate Conservation. He has formerly served on the Oregon Bird Records Committee
and the boards of Bird Alliance of Oregon and Western Field Ornithologists.
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Field Trips

Field trips are listed alphabetically. Each trip page lists the days it is offered along with logistics
and target birds.

Agate Lake

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

_ Field Trip Leader(s)

Friday, Sept. 18 Matt Brady, Scott Terrill, Linda Terrill
Saturday, Sept. 19  Max McClarnon
Sunday, Sept. 20 Peter Olsoy, Katie Sorenson

Overview

Agate Lake (also called Harper Reservoir) is a Jackson County park 14 miles northeast of Medford off
Hwy 140 — one of the best shorebird sites in southern Oregon, also hosts waterbirds and stretches of
riparian habitat and oak woodland. Falling water levels in late summer expose mudflats along the east
shore that attract migrating shorebirds. The east-shore parking area provides easy, flat walking along the
shoreline with excellent views. The north entrance provides closer access to the dam and winds through
the riparian habitat along a dry creek, which can be good for migrant passerines. For the botanically
inclined, this area is part of the Agate Desert, a unique system of vernal pools with a distinctive plant
community.

Target Birds
Solitary Sandpiper, Baird's Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, American Avocet,

Forster's Tern, Caspian Tern, Tricolored Blackbird, migrant songbirds

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Trumpeter Swan, Eurasian Wigeon, Surf Scoter, Red-breasted Merganser, Black-necked Stilt, American
Golden-Plover, Pacific Golden-Plover, Marbled Godwit, Lapland Longspur, Ruff, Stilt Sandpiper, Buff-
breasted Sandpiper, Arctic Tern, Sage Thrasher, Black-throated Sparrow

What to Expect

Flat, easy walking along the shoreline. Birding from the parking area and east-shore trail. Scope strongly
recommended for shorebird identification. Mudflat edges may be soft — waterproof boots advised.

Logistics
Distance ~25 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel. Head north on I-5 to Exit 30, continue
nR%rth to White City, then east on Hwy 140 ~4 miles, turn right on Antelope
Parking Free paved parking lot on the east shore. No parking fee.
Bathrooms Restroom facility available at both parking areas.
Permits & Fees No fee or permit required for day use.
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Ashland Pond

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Dste | Field Trip Leader(s)

Friday, Sept. 18 Elizabeth Meisman
Saturday, Sept. 19 = Andre Carvalhaes
Sunday, Sept. 20 Max Mcclarnon

Overview

Ashland Pond is a small but productive riparian wetland in the Bear Creek corridor on Ashland's
northwest side, easily overlooked but consistently delivering quality birds for local observers. The pond is
surrounded by dense willows, cottonwoods, and riparian shrubs that funnel migrants and provide
excellent cover for skulking sparrows, warblers, and flycatchers. It is one of the Rogue Valley's most
reliable spots for vagrant and rare-migrant detection in fall.

Target Birds

A wide variety of migrant passerines, including flycatchers, warblers, vireos, thrushes, sparrows, and
grosbeaks; resident riparian species including American Dipper, Belted Kingfisher, and Black-crowned
Night-Heron

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Black-and-white Warbler, American Redstart

What to Expect

Very short, easy walk from roadside parking. Thick vegetation means patience and listening are key —
birds are often heard before seen. Best early in the morning.

Logistics
Distance ~4-5 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel. From Hwy 99 head north on Helman
St, turn left on Nevada St, then right on Glendower St; park at the road's
end and walk the dirt path.
Parking Small pull-out at end of Glendower St. Free, limited spaces.
Bathrooms No restroom facilities on-site. Use hotel or nearby facilities.
Permits & Fees No permit required.
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Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Dste | Field Trip Leader(s)

Friday, Sept. 18 Blythe Wilde, Fianna Wilde
Saturday, Sept. 19 | Matt Brady, Frank Lospalluto
Sunday, Sept. 20 Andre Carvalhaes

Overview

The Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument (CSNM), 17 miles southeast of Ashland, is the only protected
landscape in the world designated specifically to conserve the biodiversity that arises where three major
mountain ranges — the Cascades, Siskiyous, and Great Basin — converge. Over 200 bird species have
been documented within its boundaries. Pilot Rock, a dramatic 200-foot basalt intrusion visible for miles,
anchors the western portion and is accessible via an easy 1-mile trail. The monument's mix of chaparral,
juniper woodland, open shrubland, and rocky outcrops supports an exceptional diversity of breeding and
migratory birds.

Target Birds

Ruffed Grouse, Sooty Grouse, Mountain Quail, American Goshawk, Canada Jay, Gray Flycatcher,
Townsend's Solitaire, Vesper Sparrow, Green-tailed Towhee, and raptors along the Pacific Crest Trail
ridges

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

California Thrasher, Indigo Bunting, Pine Grosbeak

What to Expect

Moderate hiking on gravel roads and trails. Terrain is rocky and the Pilot Rock trail gains 400 feet. Sturdy
hiking boots with ankle support recommended. The high-desert environment can be exposed and windy.
Leaders will tailor the route to maximize bird activity. The BLM contact station near Greensprings Inn (on
Hwy 66) is open on weekends and is the best spot for orientation.

Logistics

Distance ~18 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel. From I-5 Exit 14, head east on Hwy 66
toward Klamath Falls for ~17 miles to Green Springs Summit, or take the
Mt. Ashland/Callahan's exit from I-5 for direct Pilot Rock access.

Parking Several pull-outs along Forest Rd and a parking area ~1 mile from Pilot
Rock. Free.

Bathrooms No facilities at most trailheads. BLM contact station on Hwy 66 near
Greensprings Inn has restrooms (open weekends).

Permits & Fees No entry fee for the National Monument.
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Crescent City/Smith River Bottoms/Lake Tolowa

Full Day
Field Trip Leaders

Dsto | Field Trip Leader(s)

Sunday, Sept. 20 Matt Brady, Tony Kurz

Overview

This full-day California venture targets the productive coastal lowlands around Crescent City and the
lower Smith River, including Lake Tolowa (now Tolowa Dunes State Park). The Smith River floodplain is
one of the most vagrant-productive locations on the northern California coast, with extensive grasslands,
willow thickets, and estuary habitats that concentrate southbound migrants and rarities in fall. Lake
Tolowa's dunes and wetlands add coastal diversity.

Target Birds

Migrant passerines and shorebirds, Dunlin, Western Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Black
Oystercatcher, Harlequin Duck, Peregrine Falcon, and a variety of grassland sparrows

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Excellent vagrant potential and too many to list— both the Smith River grasslands and the Tolowa
coast/estuary are among northern California's top fall vagrant traps for shorebirds, eastern warblers,
sparrows, and rarity-producing waterfowl.

What to Expect

A mix of easy walking in grasslands and coastal habitats. Weather can be foggy and cool at the coast.
Expect a long drive (>100 miles each way). Bring patience — vagrant hunting rewards slow, methodical
searching. Extra water (2+ liters), trail snacks, and packed lunch recommended.

Logistics

Distance ~130 miles southwest of Ashland Hills Hotel. Head north on I-5 to Grants
Pass, then west on Hwy 199 to Crescent City, CA.

Parking Tolowa Dunes/Lake Earl Wildlife Area has free parking. Some sites may
require California State Parks day-use fee.

Bathrooms Restrooms available at Tolowa Dunes State Park; limited facilities at Smith
River grasslands.

Permits & Fees California State Parks day-use fee may apply at Tolowa Dunes. Lake Earl

Wildlife Area is free.
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East and South Upper Klamath Lake

Half Day/Full Day
Field Trip Leaders

Date ______ Field Trip Leader(s)

Friday, Sept. 18 Elijah Hayes, Kevin Spencer
(Half day)

Saturday, Sept. 19 | Lin Stern
(Half day)

Sunday, Sept. 20 Kevin Spencer
(Full day)

Overview

This excursion combines several premier Klamath Basin birding sites northeast of Ashland. The Wood
River Wetland is a BLM site along the Wood River, featuring a 0.7-mile accessible trail through
cottonwood and willow-lined marsh. The nearby Wood River Day Use Area and the broader area —
including agricultural fields, riparian corridors, and ponderosa pine forests — provide an enormous range
of habitats. The Klamath Basin is one of the most productive birding regions in the American West.

Target Birds

Migrant shorebirds, Sandhill Crane, Black Tern, Yellow-headed Blackbird, American Bittern, Black-necked
Stilt, Franklin's Gull, White-faced Ibis, Willow Flycatcher, Black-billed Magpie, Tricolored Blackbird, Ruffed
Grouse

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Long-tailed Jaeger, Pacific Loon, Short-billed Gull, Snowy Egret, Least Flycatcher, Gray Catbird,
LeConte's Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Blackburnian Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, American Redstart,
Summer Tanager

What to Expect

A mix of easy walking on paved/packed-gravel trails and vehicle travel between sites. Trails at Wood
River Wetland and Day Use Area are wheelchair accessible. Open, exposed landscapes with possible
strong winds off Klamath Lake. Spotting scope recommended for open-water viewing. Packed lunch, trail
snacks, and extra water (2+ liters) recommended for the full-day trip.

Logistics

Distance ~75-80 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel to the Wood River area. Take Dead
Indian Memorial Hwy east to Hwy 140, then take Westside Rd up towards
Fort Klamath. Head south on Hwy 62 before turning onto Modoc Point Rd -
the Wood River Wetland trail is not far down the road.

Parking Small paved parking area (8 spaces) at Wood River Wetland. Additional
parallel parking on the access road. Free.

Bathrooms Vault toilets at Wood River Wetland and Day Use Area.

Permits & Fees No permits required.
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East Applegate Ridge Trail

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Dsto | Field Trip Leader(s)

Sunday, Sept. 20 Blythe Wilde, Fianna Wilde

Overview

The East Applegate Ridge Trail traverses the rugged ridgeline above the Applegate Valley, a tributary
watershed of the Rogue River southwest of Ashland. The Applegate region is an ecological transition
zone where Klamath Mountain and Cascade species intermix with California floristic influences,
producing a chaparral and oak community unusual in southern Oregon. This trail offers superb birding for
chaparral specialists and California-affinity species rarely encountered at other WFO field trip sites.

Target Birds

California Towhee, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Lazuli Bunting, Western Scrub-Jay, Wrentit, and chaparral
migrants

What to Expect

Moderately challenging trail with elevation changes; rocky and uneven surfaces. Chaparral can be dense
and prickly alongside the trail. Long pants recommended. Mornings are best before the heat.

Logistics
Distance ~30-35 miles southwest of Ashland Hills Hotel via Hwy 66 west, then south
toward Applegate.
Parking Trailhead pull-out; free.
Bathrooms No facilities at trailhead. Use hotel facilities before departure.
Permits & Fees No permit required.
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Emigrant Lake

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Dste | Field Trip Leader(s)

Friday, Sept. 18 Lin Stern
Saturday, Sept. 19 = Scott Terrill, Linda Terrill
Sunday, Sept. 20 Frank Lospalluto, Nathan Pieplow

Overview

Emigrant Lake, just 6 miles southeast of Ashland, is widely considered one of the best fall migration
birding sites in Jackson County, and a morning in the fall can regularly produce 50 or more species of
birds. The reservoir and its surrounding habitats — including extensive lakeside margins, willow thickets,
riparian corridors, and grassland edges — offer superb variety for migrant passerines, shorebirds, and
waterfowl. Falling lake levels in late summer reveal mudflats attractive to an impressive range of
shorebirds, while the tree-lines and shrub corridors funnel passerine migrants through predictable
corridors. California Towhee reaches its northern range limit here.

Target Birds

Migrant shorebirds (regularly including Semipalmated, Baird’s, Solitary, and Pectoral Sandpipers), and
passerines, California Towhee, Oak Titmouse, Willow Flycatcher, Canyon Wren, possible ducks, gulls, or
terns on the lake

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Trumpeter Swan, Eurasian Wigeon, Surf Scoter, Long-tailed Duck, Black-necked Stilt, American Avocet,
Stilt Sandpiper, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Franklin's Gull, Western Gull, Glaucous-winged Gull,
Heermann’s Gull, Phainopepla, Brewer's Sparrow, Lawrence’s Goldfinch, American Redstart

What to Expect

A mix of flat lakeside walking and gentle trails. Scope recommended for waterfowl and shorebirds in open
water. Rubber boots or waterproof footwear recommended (muddy edges possible). Expect weekend
crowds at the disc golf areas.

Logistics
Distance ~5 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel. Head east on Hwy 66 ~3.5 miles; watch
for the Emigrant Lake sign.
Parking Free along the south shore where the field trips will go.
Bathrooms Rustic outhouse at the south shore free parking. Flush restrooms available
at the campground and day-use areas.
Permits & Fees Campground is $6 per vehicle (day use). Season passes available. Pay at

the entrance station.
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Fourmile Lake

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Dste | Field Trip Leader(s)

Friday, Sept. 18 Dave Irons, Shawneen Finnegan
Saturday, Sept. 19  Kevin Spencer
Sunday, Sept. 20 Shannon Rio, Amanda Alford

Overview

Fourmile Lake is a stunning subalpine lake nestled at 5,700 feet in the Sky Lakes Wilderness area, about
40 miles west of Klamath Falls off Hwy 140. Surrounded by lodgepole pine, red fir, and mountain
hemlock, this remote lake is one of the best spots in southern Oregon for elusive high-elevation forest
species including Black-backed Woodpecker and American Three-toed Woodpecker. A 6-mile access
road (Forest Service Rd 3661) from Hwy 140 leads to the lake; the road is open through early October.

Target Birds

Black-backed Woodpecker, American Three-toed Woodpecker, Ruffed Grouse, Sooty Grouse, Canada
Jay, Mountain Bluebird, Townsend's Solitaire, Evening Grosbeak, Cassin's Finch, Red Crossbill, Hermit
Warbler, and Clark's Nutcracker

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Pine Grosbeak (rare southbound migrant in some years)

What to Expect

Moderate walking on forest roads and the lake loop trail. The 13.5-mile full loop around the lake is too
long for the trip; birding will be focused near the day-use area and along the forest edge. Elevation at
5,700 ft means cool temperatures even in September — expect high 30s°F at dawn. Warm hat and
gloves recommended for early morning start at elevation.

Logistics

Distance ~45 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel. Head north on I-5 to Medford then east
on Hwy 140 toward Lake of the Woods; turn north on Forest Service Rd
3661.

Parking Day-use and boat ramp parking at the lake. Vehicle fee: $7/day (recreation
fee area).

Bathrooms Vault toilets at the campground and day-use area.

Permits & Fees Northwest Forest Pass or $7 day-use fee required.
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Keno Access Road

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Date_______ Field Trip Leader(s)

Thursday, Sept. 177  Matt Brady
Friday, Sept. 18 Harry Fuller
Saturday, Sept. 19 Harry Fuller, André Carvalhaes

Overview

The Cascade Mountains of Jackson and Klamath Counties host a resident population of Great Gray
Owils, which are viewable in the daytime, especially in the fall. Leaders will take participants to carefully
search for owls while birding upland coniferous habitat. No playback will be used and participants will be
advised to bird carefully and keep distance from owls if found. Extra time can be spent here birding near
and along Howard Prairie Lake.

Target Birds

Great Gray Owl (primary target); additional montane forest breeders including Sooty Grouse, White-
headed Woodpecker, Black-backed Woodpecker, Canada Jay, Clark's Nutcracker, Mountain Chickadee,
Red-breasted Nuthatch, Varied Thrush, and Hermit Warbler

What to Expect

Slow, quiet scanning of meadow edges from roadsides or short walks into forest. Most hiking will be
relatively flat and easy.

Logistics

Distance ~35-50 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel, depending on specific site. Take
Dead Indian Memorial Hwy east from Ashland to Keno Access Rd, then
take a right.

Parking Roadside pull-outs and small forest clearings; no fee.

Bathrooms No facilities at most owl sites. Participants are advised to use restrooms at
the hotel before departure. There are rustic restrooms at the Lily Glen
Campground horse stables.

Permits & Fees No permits required; all sites are on National Forest lands. Lily Glen

technically requires a pass if you park and leave your vehicle to hike.
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Klamath Falls

Full Day
Field Trip Leaders

Dsto | Field Trip Leader(s)

Sunday, Sept. 20 Elijah Hayes, Martin Lopez Aguilar

Overview

The Klamath Falls area sits at the heart of the Klamath Basin, one of the most productive birding regions
in the western United States. This full-day trip will explore a number of top-tier birding destinations right
around town! Between the ponderosa pine forests of Moore Park, the riparian corridor of the Link River,
the wetlands around the Wingwatchers Trail, and the expansive open waterways of Lake Ewauna and
Upper Klamath Lake, we will encounter incredible species diversity while within city limits.

Target Birds

A broad variety of migrants, wintering waterfowl, shorebirds, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Black-billed
Magpie, California Gull, Ring-billed Gull, American White Pelican, Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue
Heron, Great Egret, and area resident species

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Long-tailed Duck, Hooded Warbler, Bohemian Waxwing, Blackpoll Warbler, Gray Catbird, Short-billed
Gull, Iceland Gull, Pacific Loon, Surf Scoter, White-winged Scoter, Common Gallinule, Pine Warbler,
Hudsonian Whimbrel, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Long-tailed Jaeger, Parasitic Jaeger, Harris’s Sparrow,
Glaucous Gull, Sabine’s Gull, Western Gull, Heermann’s Gull

What to Expect

Flexible birding around a number of locations, driving between spots but a decent amount of walking
along well-maintained trails. Some uphill hiking. Leaders will tailor the itinerary to recent reports and
current conditions. Extra water (2+ liters), trail snacks, and packed lunch recommended.

Logistics
Distance ~60 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel via Hwy 66 east.
Parking Free public parking at city parks and most birding locations within the
Klamath Falls area.
Bathrooms Restrooms available at most stops.
Permits & Fees No permits required for public park locations.
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Klamath River

Half Day/Full Day
Field Trip Leaders

Date ______ Field Trip Leader(s)

Saturday, Sept. 19  Teresa Wicks
Sunday, Sept. 20 Teresa Wicks

Overview

The Klamath River, one of the West's great salmon rivers, carves a dramatic canyon from Upper Klamath
Lake through the Cascade and Siskiyou mountains into northern California. The river corridor offers
exceptional birding in canyon and riverine habitats, with a diversity of riparian species, cliff-nesting birds,
and migrants funneling through the canyon. The recent removal of four Klamath River dams — the largest
dam removal project in U.S. history — is already transforming the river's ecology; this trip may offer a
historic glimpse of the recovering river.

Target Birds

Common Merganser, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, Lewis’ Woodpecker, Rock Wren, Canyon
Wren, riparian landbird migrants; recently exposed mudflats of the drained reservoirs may have
shorebirds.

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

American Redstart

What to Expect

Vehicle travel along the canyon with stops for birding. Some walking on river access trails; terrain is
uneven. The river canyon can be significantly hotter than Ashland in September — pack extra water.
Additional water (2+ liters), trail snacks, and packed lunch recommended for full-day trip.

Logistics
Distance ~50-70 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel, depending on the specific access
points used.
Parking Roadside pull-outs and BLM/USFS access points along the river. Generally
free.
Bathrooms Limited facilities along the river; some BLM campgrounds have vault toilets.
Permits & Fees No permit required for general river access.
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Lithia Park

Evening/Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Date ______ Field Trip Leader(s)

Thursday, Sept. Shannon Rio
17 (evening)

Friday, Sept. 18 Nathan Trimble
(morning)

Saturday, Sept. 19  Shaun Wilde
(morning)

Overview

Lithia Park is Ashland's beloved 93-acre park, winding along Ashland Creek from the downtown Plaza up
through forested canyonlands toward the foothills. The Thursday evening session targets Western
Screech-Owils in the riparian corridors and the park's mature sycamore groves, then transitions to the
downtown Plaza for an informal birding social. The Friday and Saturday morning sessions focus on the
park's resident and migrant birds including American Dipper, which nests along the cascading creek. The
park's duck ponds harbor Wood Ducks, Common Mergansers, and frequent surprises.

Target Birds

American Dipper, Western Screech-Owl, Wood Duck, Acorn Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Red-tailed
Hawk, Great Blue Heron, Common Merganser, Spotted Sandpiper, and migrant passerines in riparian
willows

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Thursday evening also has potential for Common Poorwill and Barred Owl (rare) in the upper park.

What to Expect

Thursday evening: leisurely walk starting at dusk in the lower park; plan for 1.5-2 hours and bring a
headlamp. Friday and Saturday mornings: birding along Ashland Creek trails at a comfortable pace for 2—
3 hours. Trails are paved and gravel in the lower park; more rustic higher up. The park is very close to
downtown restaurants for a post-trip breakfast.

Logistics
Distance ~3—4 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel. Park at the downtown Ashland Plaza
or along Pioneer St.
Parking Free street parking and paid lots in downtown Ashland. The park itself does
not have a dedicated lot.
Bathrooms Public restrooms available at the Ashland Plaza and within Lithia Park.
Permits & Fees No fee or permit required to enter Lithia Park.
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WFO 2026 Annual Conference Field Trip Guide September 17-20, 2026 - Ashland, Oregon

Lost Creek Lake/Medco Ponds

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Date | Field Trip Leader(s)

Friday, Sept. 18 Max Mcclarnon
Saturday, Sept. 19 = Shannon Rio
Sunday, Sept. 20 Jim Livaudais

Overview

Lost Creek Lake (Joseph P. Stewart State Recreation Area) is a large reservoir about 55 miles northeast
of Ashland on the Rogue River, set in a scenic mountain-valley landscape. The lake and its shoreline,
combined with the nearby Medco Pond sites along Hwy 62, provide a productive combination of
waterfowl, riparian migrants, and open-water species. The area is productive for late-summer migrants
moving south along the Rogue Valley corridor, and the drive along Hwy 62 passes through a variety of
habitats.

Target Birds

Shorebirds and reservoir birds, as well as montane forest birds; this site is especially good for sea ducks
and gulls.

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Eurasian Wigeon, Surf Scoter, Long-tailed Duck, Black-necked Stilt, American Avocet, Red Phalarope,
Baird’s Semipalmated, and Pectoral Sandpipers, Sabine’s Gull, Franklin’s Gull, Heermann’s Gull, Short-
billed Gull, Western Gull, Glaucous-winged Gull, Arctic Tern, Red-throated Loon, Pacific Loon

What to Expect

Easy, flat walking along the lake shoreline and paved day-use areas. The drive along Hwy 62 is scenic.
Scope recommended for open-water waterfowl.

Logistics
Distance ~55 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel via I-5 north and Hwy 62 northeast
toward Crater Lake.
Parking Paved parking at multiple day-use areas; a daily fee or Oregon State Parks
annual pass is required at Joseph P. Stewart State Recreation Area.
Bathrooms Flush restrooms at Takelma day-use area near the dam.
Permits & Fees Oregon State Parks day-use fee or annual permit required.
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WFO 2026 Annual Conference Field Trip Guide September 17-20, 2026 - Ashland, Oregon

Mount Ashland

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Dste | Field Trip Leader(s)

Saturday, Sept. 19  Rich Cimino, Jeff Miller
Sunday, Sept. 20 Ben Guo, TBD

Overview

At 7,533 feet, Mount Ashland is the highest peak in the Siskiyou Mountains and one of the most
accessible high-elevation birding destinations in southern Oregon. The ski area access road climbs
through remarkable habitat transitions — oak woodland to mixed conifer to red fir forest — before
reaching the subalpine zone. The summit area is prime territory for resident montane specialists and late-
summer/early-fall migrants moving south along the Siskiyou crest, which acts as a funneling corridor for
raptors and passerines alike.

Target Birds

Canada Jay, Sooty Grouse, White-headed Woodpecker, American Goshawk, Clark's Nutcracker,
Brewer's Sparrow, Green-tailed Towhee, Thick-billed Fox Sparrow, Cassin's Finch, Red Crossbill,
Townsend's Warbler, and migrant raptors

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Indigo Bunting (rare migrant), Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch, Snow Bunting

What to Expect

A short drive from the hotel followed by birding on foot around the ski area and upper access road. Some
walking on unpaved service roads and informal paths at elevation. Mornings can be quite cold and windy
at the summit even in September — temperatures may be 20°F cooler than in Ashland; warm hat and
gloves recommended for early morning start at elevation. Road is open through late October.

Logistics

Distance ~18 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel. Take I-5 south to the Mt. Ashland/
Callahan's exit; follow signs for Mt. Ashland Ski Area, then drive 8.7 miles
on the access road to the summit area.

Parking Free at the ski area lot. No fee in summer/fall when the ski area is not
operating.

Bathrooms Restrooms may be available at the ski lodge (seasonal). Participants should
use restrooms at the hotel before departure.

Permits & Fees No fee or permit required during the non-ski season.
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WFO 2026 Annual Conference Field Trip Guide September 17-20, 2026 - Ashland, Oregon

Night Trips for Owls

Evening/Night
Field Trip Leaders

Date_______ Field Tip Leader(s)

Thursday, Sept.17  Frank Lospalluto
(evening)

Sunday, Sept. 20 Elizabeth Meisman (potential)
(evening)

Overview

Southern Oregon's Cascade foothills and mixed forests are home to a remarkable diversity of owls, and
WFO 2026 will offer dedicated evening/night outings to pursue them. Depending on conditions and recent
sightings, target species may include Western Screech-Owl, Great Horned Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl,
Northern Spotted Owl, and — in the right mountain meadow habitat — Great Gray Owl. Leaders will use
playback selectively and follow ABA/WFO ethical guidelines. These trips involve driving to known sites at
dusk.

Target Birds

Western Screech-Owl, Great Horned Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl, Common Poorwill, and potentially
Northern Spotted Owl or Great Gray Owl depending on site access

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Barred Owl (spreading into Cascade foothills), Barn Owl (uncommon)

What to Expect

Meeting at dusk, driving to forest and meadow-edge sites, and listening/spotlighting for owls. Trips
typically last 2-3 hours. Nights in September can be quite cold and damp — dress warmly. All owl
detection is by sound and spotlighting; binoculars are less essential than warm clothing.

Logistics
Distance Variable — leaders will advise on meeting location and destinations. Most
sites are 20-40 miles from the hotel in the Cascade foothills.
Parking Forest roadside pull-outs. Free.
Bathrooms No facilities at most sites. Use hotel restrooms before departure.
Permits & Fees No permit required for forest road access.
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WFO 2026 Annual Conference Field Trip Guide September 17-20, 2026 - Ashland, Oregon

North Mountain Park/Riverwalk Park

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Dsto________ Field Trip Leader(s)

Thursday, Sept. 17  Pepper Trail

Friday, Sept. 18 Ben Guo

Saturday, Sept. 19 Elizabeth Meisman

Sunday, Sept. 20 Sarah Rockwell, Nathan Trimble

Overview

North Mountain Park and the adjacent Riverwalk Park offer some of the finest urban birding in the Rogue
Valley, with a mosaic of grasslands, oak woodland, riparian wetlands, and Bear Creek corridors within
Ashland city limits. A nature center anchors the park, with trails winding through habitats that punch well
above their weight during fall migration. The site regularly produces Lewis's Woodpecker, Acorn
Woodpecker, and a variety of riparian migrants, and has been the site of several county rarities.

Target Birds

Lewis's Woodpecker, Acorn Woodpecker, Oak Titmouse, Great Egret, Green Heron, Wood Duck, Sharp-
shinned Hawk, Northern Pygmy-Owl, Western Kingbird, American Dipper, Hermit Thrush, California
Towhee, Purple Finch, Lesser Goldfinch

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Northern Parula, Swamp Sparrow

What to Expect

Easy, flat walking on paved and gravel trails. The park is very accessible and suitable for participants of
all mobility levels. ~1.7 miles of trail through the park and Riverwalk. Excellent for those who prefer a
gentle morning stroll close to the hotel.

Logistics
Distance ~4 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel. Head north on Hwy 99 to North Mountain
Ave, then north to the park.
Parking Free at the North Mountain Park lot at 620 N. Mountain Ave. Additional
street parking available.
Bathrooms Restrooms available at the Nature Center.
Permits & Fees No fee or permit required.
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WFO 2026 Annual Conference Field Trip Guide September 17-20, 2026 - Ashland, Oregon

Redwood National & State Parks/Condors

Full Day
Field Trip Leaders

Date ______ Field Trip Leader(s)

Sunday, Sept. 20 Leader(s) TBD — contact WFO field trip coordinator

Overview

This full-day excursion ventures south into northern California to visit Redwood National and State Parks,
with a primary target of California Condor — one of the most dramatic conservation success stories in
North American ornithology. Condors are regularly seen soaring over the redwood coast and have been
successfully released into the wild after being rescued from extinction. The ancient redwood forests also
harbor a suite of Pacific Northwest breeding birds rarely found in the conference area.

Target Birds

California Condor (primary target), Spotted Owl, Marbled Murrelet, Band-tailed Pigeon, Vaux's Swift,
Western Tanager, Black-throated Gray Warbler, Hermit Warbler, Hutton's Vireo, and coastal forest
species

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

The redwood coast and its estuaries have potential for unusual Pacific migrants and vagrant landbirds in
September.

What to Expect

A long driving day (~140 miles each way) with considerable time in the park. Redwood forest trails can be
damp and shaded even in September. Condors are most often seen soaring above ridge-lines and near
roosting cliffs — bring your scope. Leaders will contact the park's California Condor restoration team in
advance for current sighting information. Extra water (2+ liters), trail snacks, and packed lunch
recommended.

Logistics
Distance ~140 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel. Head south on I-5 through California,
then west on Hwy 299 or 199 to the coast.
Parking National and State Park day-use fee applies. America the Beautiful Annual
Pass (Interagency Pass) is honored.
Bathrooms Restrooms available at multiple park visitor centers and day-use areas.
Permits & Fees National Park entrance fee or America the Beautiful Annual Pass required.
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WFO 2026 Annual Conference Field Trip Guide September 17-20, 2026 - Ashland, Oregon

Rocky Point/Odessa Campground (Upper Klamath Lake)

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Dsto | Field Trip Leader(s)

Saturday, Sept. 19  Martin Lopez Aguilar, Tony Kurz

Overview

Rocky Point Resort and the adjacent Odessa Creek Campground sit on the western shore of Upper
Klamath Lake — one of the largest freshwater lakes in the Pacific Northwest — within the Upper Klamath
National Wildlife Refuge. Over 260 bird species have been recorded on the refuge. The combination of
open lake, emergent marsh, riparian forest, and ponderosa pine habitat produces exceptional diversity.

Target Birds

Migrants and vagrants in fall; Ruffed Grouse, Yellow-headed Blackbird, American Bittern, Black Tern,
Franklin's Gull, White-headed Woodpecker, Willow Flycatcher, Western Grebe, Clark's Grebe, and a
variety of waterfowl on the open lake

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Chimney Swift, Least Flycatcher, Veery, Red-eyed Vireo, Black-throated Sparrow, Prothonotary Warbler,
Tennessee Warbler, Northern Waterthrush, Ovenbird, Black-and-white Warbler, American Redstart

What to Expect

Easy walking on forest roads and lakeshore; scope useful for open water. Rocky Point Resort has a
restaurant (dinner house) with lake views. Odessa Campground is along a dirt road off Hwy 140.

Logistics

Distance ~90-95 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel. From Ashland, head east on Hwy
66 to Klamath Falls, then north on Hwy 97 and west on Hwy 140 toward
Rocky Point Rd.

Parking Parking at Rocky Point Resort day-use area and at Odessa Campground.
No fee for birders visiting the resort.

Bathrooms Restrooms at Rocky Point Resort. Vault toilet at Odessa Campground (no
water).

Permits & Fees No permit required for day use.
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WFO 2026 Annual Conference Field Trip Guide September 17-20, 2026 - Ashland, Oregon

Rogue River Preserve

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Date ______ Field Trip Leader(s)

Friday, Sept. 18 Kristi Mergenthaler, Frank Lospalluto
Saturday, Sept. 19 | Peter Olsoy, Katie Sorenson
Sunday, Sept. 20 Scott Terrill, Linda Terrill

Overview

The Southern Oregon Land Conservancy's 352-acre Rogue River Preserve lies along the Rogue River
near Eagle Point, offering some of the finest riparian and oak-woodland habitats in southern Oregon.
Habitats include expansive black cottonwood floodplain forest, Oregon white oak woodland, grassland,
and chaparral — a remarkable range for a single preserve. The site is accessible to organized group
visits with advance coordination and has repeatedly hosted exciting migrants.

Target Birds

Lewis's Woodpecker, California Towhee, Oak Titmouse, Western Bluebird, Northern Pygmy-Owl, Bald
Eagle, Osprey, and a strong diversity of riparian migrants including warblers, flycatchers, and vireos

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Red-eyed Vireo has been confirmed as a breeder on-site. The tall and complex riparian habitat here has
a very high probability of hosting rare fall landbirds.

What to Expect

Mostly flat, easy walking on roads, trails, and some off-trail. Terrain is accessible for most abilities. Insect
repellent and long pants are strongly recommended due to ticks. A portable toilet is available at the
preserve. Exact carpool meeting point will be communicated by leaders.

Logistics
Distance ~30 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel near Eagle Point/Dodge Bridge County
Park area. Exact directions will be shared by leaders.
Parking Carpooling strongly encouraged; limited parking at preserve access.
Leaders will arrange meet-up point.
Bathrooms Portable toilet available on-site at the preserve.
Permits & Fees Access is by organized group invitation through the Southern Oregon Land

Conservancy; no individual fee.
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WFO 2026 Annual Conference Field Trip Guide September 17-20, 2026 - Ashland, Oregon

Sevenmile Guard Station/KBO Bird Banding

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Date | Field Trip Leader(s)

Friday, Sept. 18 Martin Lopez Aguilar, Ryan Terrill

Overview

KBQO's Sevenmile long-term bird monitoring and banding station sits in the Fremont-Winema National
Forest, about 4 miles west of Fort Klamath. Established in 1997, this picturesque historic Forest Service
Guard Station is nestled in a clearing surrounded by riparian shrubs, cottonwood and aspen groves, and
mixed conifer forest along Sevenmile Creek. Participants will observe the bird banding operation, learn
about bird biology and population tracking from biologists, and bird the surrounding area.

Target Birds

Mountain Bluebird, Evening Grosbeak, White-headed Woodpecker, Willow Flycatcher, Canada Jay,
American Dipper, Red Crossbill, Nashville Warbler, MacGillivray's Warbler, Hermit Warbler, and many
more passerines in the hand

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site
Least Flycatcher, Black-and-white Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler

What to Expect

We will park at the Sevenmile Guard Station to observe KBO’s bird banding operations. The terrain is flat
and easy. The habitat here is tall riparian mixed with conifer forest, adjacent to open grasslands. Please
follow leader instructions around mist nets — quiet movements are essential. We will mostly be near the
netting areas but will bird the surrounding riparian, conifer, and grassland habitats.

No photography at the banding station is allowed. This is in order to minimize bird handling time. KBO will
photograph birds in the hand and distribute these pictures to participants.

Logistics
Distance ~65 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel.
Parking Parking available at/near the guard station in a forest pull-out area. No fee.
Bathrooms Toilet and sink available inside the Sevenmile Guard Station. KBO’s bird
banding program manager lives there, so please be courteous.
Permits & Fees No permits required for participants joining the organized trip.
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WFO 2026 Annual Conference Field Trip Guide September 17-20, 2026 - Ashland, Oregon

South Oregon Coast — Curry County

Full Day
Field Trip Leaders

Date_______ Field Tip Leader(s)

Thursday, Sept. 177  Nolan Clements, Samantha Webb
Sunday, Sept. 20 Lin Stern

Overview

This long full-day excursion ventures to the wild Curry County coast — among the most diverse and
seldom-birded stretches of the Oregon coast. Situated where the Klamath Mountains plunge to the
Pacific, the coast near Port Orford, Gold Beach, and the Rogue River mouth offers a remarkable
combination of seabirds, shorebirds, vagrant passerines (driven into coastal pockets by fall weather), and
nearshore offshore species. September is an excellent window for southbound migrant seabirds and
vagrant landbirds from both eastern North America and the Pacific.

Target Birds

Tufted Puffin, Harlequin Duck, Marbled Murrelet, Purple Martin, Peregrine Falcon, Wandering Tattler,
Black Oystercatcher, Surfbird, and a variety of southbound songbird migrants

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Emperor Goose, Bristle-thighed Curlew, Bar-tailed Godwit, Hudsonian Godwit, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper,
Horned Puffin, Parakeet Auklet, Tropical Kingbird, Eastern Kingbird, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Red-eyed
Vireo, Gray Catbird, Northern Wheatear, Bobolink, Baltimore Oriole, and numerous vagrant eastern
warblers

What to Expect

A long driving day (~120 miles each way) with multiple stops along the coast. Expect coastal wind and
variable weather even in September — layers and a windbreaker are essential. Bring seasickness
medication if you are sensitive to motion when scanning from clifftops. Multiple habitats from sea stacks
to coastal scrub to estuary. Extra water (2+ liters), trail snacks, and packed lunch recommended.

Logistics

Distance ~120 miles and 2.5 hours to Brookings where we will start; from there most
birding locations are within 20 minutes.

Parking Varies by location; state parks and ODFW sites charge a day-use fee or
require an Oregon Pacific Coast Passport. Leaders will advise on passes.

Bathrooms Restrooms available at Oregon State Parks, Port Orford, and Gold Beach
visitor areas.

Permits & Fees Oregon Pacific Coast Passport ($10/day or $35/annual) covers most state
park sites along the route. Alternatively, an Oregon State Parks Annual
Permit.
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WFO 2026 Annual Conference Field Trip Guide September 17-20, 2026 - Ashland, Oregon

Summer Lake Wildlife Area

Full Day
Field Trip Leaders

Date_______ Field Tip Leader(s)

Thursday, Sept. 17  Elijah Hayes

Sunday, Sept. 20 Shawneen Finnegan, Dave Irons

Overview

Summer Lake Wildlife Area in Lake County is one of Oregon's premier birding destinations — a vast
wetland complex in the northern Great Basin, nationally renowned for its concentrations of migrating
waterfowl, shorebirds, and marshland species. At 18,000 acres, it sits at the base of Winter Ridge and is
fed by the Ana River. An 8.3-mile auto-tour route bisects the area. Late September is an excellent window
for fall shorebird diversity, migrating raptors, and lingering breeding species. Please note: this is a full-day
trip — ~170 miles each way.

Target Birds

Trumpeter Swan, Sandhill Crane, Black-chinned Hummingbird, Black-necked Stilt, American Avocet,
Snowy Plover, Wilson's Phalarope, Willet, Baird's Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Black Tern, American
Bittern, Snowy Egret, Golden Eagle, Bald Eagle, Swainson's Hawk, Ferruginous Hawk, Short-eared Owl,
Lewis's Woodpecker, Prairie Falcon, Loggerhead Shrike, Brewer's Sparrow, Sagebrush Sparrow, Yellow-
headed Blackbird, Great-tailed Grackle

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Whooper Swan, Eurasian Wigeon, Hudsonian Godwit, Stilt Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper, Long-tailed
Jaeger, Little Gull, Black-legged Kittiwake, Arctic Tern, Western Cattle-Egret, Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch,
Baltimore Oriole, Black-and-white Warbler, American Redstart, Magnolia Warbler, Rose-breasted
Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting

What to Expect

Mostly vehicle-based auto-tour with stops for viewing. Bring a scope — distances can be large across
open water. Some walking on gravel dikes. Expect dusty roads, wind off the lake, and dramatic high-
desert scenery. Extra water (2+ liters), trail snacks, and packed lunch recommended.

Logistics

Distance ~170 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel. Take Dead Indian Memorial Hwy east
to Hwy 140. Turn right, and then take a left onto Westside Rd in ~6 miles.
Continue for 21 miles, then turn right onto Weed Rd E before making an
almost immediate left on Loosely Rd. Follow this to OR-62, take a right,
then turn left onto OR-422 E. Turn left onto Hwy 97 in 3 miles, then take a
right in 20 miles onto Silver Lake Rd. Continue to OR-31 and follow this for
24 miles to Summer Lake Headquarters.

Parking At HQ and pullouts along auto-tour route. ODFW parking permit required.

Bathrooms Restrooms at HQ. Vault toilets at three campgrounds along the loop drive.

Permits & Fees ODFW Parking Area Permit required — purchase in advance at the ODFW

website or at select retail outlets. Not sold on-site.
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WFO 2026 Annual Conference Field Trip Guide September 17-20, 2026 - Ashland, Oregon

Table Rock

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Date | Field Trip Leader(s)

Friday, Sept. 18 Jaime Stephens
Saturday, Sept. 19 | Amanda Alford

Sunday, Sept. 20 Samantha Webb, Nolan Clements

Overview

Upper and Lower Table Rocks are iconic flat-topped volcanic mesas rising above the Rogue Valley, 5
miles north of Medford. Managed jointly by the BLM and The Nature Conservancy, these ecologically
significant landmarks harbor a mosaic of oak woodland, chaparral, and rocky outcrops that support an
impressive array of birds. KBO has partnered with the Klamath-Siskiyou Oak Network to both restore oak
habitats at this site and study the effects of this restoration on birds. This trip will have a focus on oak
habitat restoration and its benefits for conservation and bird communities.

The area is the best in the county for White-throated Swifts, and is some of the best oak habitat in the
Rogue Valley. The hike to Upper Table Rock is ~2.5 miles round-trip with 780 feet of gain. For the
botanically inclined, the top of Table Rock contains vernal pools with an associated unique flora.

Target Birds

White-throated Swift, Acorn Woodpecker, Lewis's Woodpecker, Oak Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch,
Spotted Towhee, California Scrub-Jay, Prairie Falcon, and diverse oak-chaparral migrants

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Lawrence's Goldfinch, Summer Tanager

What to Expect

Moderate hike with steady elevation gain. Rocky, uneven trail surfaces — sturdy footwear essential.
Upper Table Rock summit is exposed and can be very windy. Swifts and raptors are visible from the rocky
rim. Arrive early to beat the heat. Poison oak can be dense off-trail.

Logistics
Distance ~25 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel. Head north on I-5 to Exit 33 (Central
Point), east on Biddle Rd 1 mile, north on Table Rock Rd 5.2 miles, then
right on Modoc Rd 1.5 miles to the Upper Table Rock trailhead.
Parking Free lot at Upper Table Rock trailhead and Lower Table Rock.
Bathrooms Vault toilets available at both trailheads.
Permits & Fees No parking fees at Upper or Lower Table Rock trailheads. Whether the trips

go to Upper or Lower Table Rock will depend on ongoing parking lot
construction and improvements.
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TouVelle State Recreation Site/Denman Wildlife Area

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Date | Field Trip Leader(s)

Friday, Sept. 18 Peter Olsoy, Katie Sorenson
Saturday, Sept. 19 | Adam Searcy, Jim Livaudais

Overview

TouVelle State Recreation Site is a 51-acre park 9 miles north of Medford where Table Rock Rd crosses
the Rogue River, adjacent to the Denman Wildlife Management Area. The combination of tall riparian
habitat, ponds, and dense riparian corridors makes this an excellent spot for vagrant passerines,
shorebirds, and southern Oregon specialties. This is one of the most reliable areas in Jackson County for
Great-tailed Grackle and Northern Mockingbird. The Denman WMA's numerous ponds have proven
exceptional for unusual migrants, especially the Avenue G ponds.

Target Birds

Great-tailed Grackle, Northern Mockingbird, shorebirds on exposed pond margins, Western Kingbird,
Osprey, Bald Eagle, Wood Duck, Tricolored Blackbird, and a variety of migrant warblers and sparrows

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Solitary, Baird’s, and Pectoral Sandpipers, White-tailed Kite, Swainson’s Hawk, Tropical Kingbird,
American Tree Sparrow, Harris’s Sparrow

What to Expect

Easy, flat walking on park roads and trails. The adjacent Denman WMA is also open for exploration on
foot. Spotting scope and tripod highly recommended for shorebirds and waterfowl. Rubber boots or
waterproof footwear advised (muddy edges possible).

Logistics
Distance ~25 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel. Head north on I-5 to Exit 33 (Central
Point).
Parking Day-use area at TouVelle State Recreation Site and parking at the end of
Avenue G.
Bathrooms Flush restrooms available at TouVelle State Recreation Site.
Permits & Fees TouVelle State Recreation Site requires a $10/vehicle parking fee which

can be purchased at the kiosk or online at:
https://stateparks.oregon.gov/index.cfm?do=v.page&id=90
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Trinity County, California

Full Day
Field Trip Leaders

Dste _______ Field Trip Leader(s)

Thursday, Sept. 17 Scott Terrill, Linda Terrill

Overview

Trinity County in northwestern California is one of the most biodiverse and least-birded counties in the
western United States. Embedded within the Klamath Mountains — the ancient crossroads of Cascade,
Sierra Nevada, and Coast Range species — Trinity County supports an astounding plant and animal
diversity, including several bird species at the edge of their ranges. This adventurous full-day trip is for
birders seeking a different experience from the Rogue Valley, and those who would like to begin or
augment a Trinity County list; with potential for montane, riparian, and canyon forests.

Target Birds

A mix of Klamath Mountain forest species including Spotted Owl, Vaux's Swift, Black Swift, White-headed
Woodpecker, Mountain Quail, Varied Thrush, Hermit Thrush, and diverse montane warblers

What to Expect

A very long day with significant driving (150+ miles each way). Winding mountain roads. Birding at
multiple stops from roadsides and short forest walks. Be prepared for unpredictable weather in the
Klamath Mountains.

Logistics
Distance 150+ miles from Ashland Hills Hotel via I-5 south, then Hwy 3 or Hwy 299.
Parking Roadside pullouts and USFS/BLM access points throughout the county.
Generally free.
Bathrooms Very limited — bring your own supplies. Small towns like Weaverville have
restrooms.
Permits & Fees No permits required for general forest access.
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Tule Lake NWR/Lower Klamath NWR

Half Day/Full Day
Field Trip Leaders

Date_______ Field Tip Leader(s)

Thursday, Sept. 177  Rich Cimino

Friday, Sept. 18 Shannon Rio
(Tule Lake Only)

Saturday, Sept. 19  Elijah Hayes
(Tule Lake Only)

Sunday, Sept. 20 Elizabeth Meisman, Adam Searcy

Overview

Tule Lake and Lower Klamath National Wildlife Refuges, straddling the Oregon-California border south of
Klamath Falls, are legendary among birders as two of the most important waterbird concentration areas in
North America. During fall migration, the refuges host tens of thousands of waterfowl and shorebirds,
spectacular raptor diversity, and a consistent stream of rarities. The Butte Valley Grasslands in northern
Siskiyou County, California, are among the best accessible locations for Ferruginous Hawk, Golden
Eagle, Prairie Falcon, and a variety of open-country raptors and sparrows in the Pacific states.

Target Birds

Swainson's Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, Ferruginous Hawk, Golden Eagle, Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier,
American Kestrel, Short-eared Owl, Loggerhead Shrike, Horned Lark, and grassland sparrows including
Savannah, White-crowned, and Golden-crowned

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

The refuges have produced numerous rare shorebird, gull, and waterfowl records over the years. There is
a long-staying Neotropic Cormorant that may still be at this site.

What to Expect

Primarily vehicle-based on gravel and paved auto-tour routes. 12-mile (Tule Lake) and 10-mile (Lower
Klamath) auto tours. Scope essential for distant raptors in the grasslands; binoculars with large objective
for long-distance views also recommended. The landscape is open, flat, and often windy. Extra water (2+
liters), trail snacks, and packed lunch recommended for full-day trips.

Logistics
Distance ~90 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel via Hwy 66 east.
Parking Free parking along auto-tour routes and at the Visitor Center.
Bathrooms Restrooms at the Tule Lake Visitor Center. Limited vault toilets along the
auto-tour route.
Permits & Fees No entrance fee for the National Wildlife Refuges.
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Lily Glen/Howard Prairie

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

_ Field Trip Leader(s)

Friday, Sept. 18 Nolan Clements, Samantha Webb, Jim Livaudais

Saturday, Sept. 19 | Sarah Rockwell, Nathan Trimble

Overview

This trip focuses on Lily Glen County Park and Howard Prairie area east of Ashland on the Dead Indian
Memorial Rd corridor. Lily Glen is the primary Klamath Mountains research site for the Oregon Vesper
Sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus affinis), a subspecies of Vesper Sparrow found only in the Pacific
Northwest's prairie-oak habitats, and currently under review for listing under the federal Endangered
Species Act. KBO conducts active monitoring and research at this site. Howard Prairie Lake and its
surrounding meadows also hold migrating waterfowl and Sandhill Cranes.

Target Birds

Oregon Vesper Sparrow (primary target), Sandhill Crane, Mountain Bluebird, Cassin’s Finch, Osprey,
Western Meadowlark, Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, and a variety of open-country migrants.
Notable Species Recorded at This Site

Great Gray Owl, Mardon Skipper butterfly (co-occurring species of conservation concern).

What to Expect

Easy to moderate walking in open grassland and meadow. Please stay on designated paths to protect
nesting habitat. Trails may be wet in early morning; water-resistant shoes recommended. The prairie
setting provides excellent distant views of cranes and hawks; spotting scope recommended.

Logistics
Distance ~25 miles east of Ashland Hills Hotel via Hwy 66 and Dead Indian Memorial Rd.
Parking Lily Glen Equestrian Park Campground. Day-use fee: $6 per vehicle.

Bathrooms There is a port-a-potty at the Lily Glen parking area.

Permits & No permit required; please follow any posted trail guidelines.
Fees
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Upper Rogue Oak Initiative — Oak Conservation &
Restoration

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Dsto | Fleld Trp Losderts)

Sunday, Sept. 20 Jaime Stephens

Overview

This unique trip combines birding with conservation education, visiting oak savanna restoration sites in
the Upper Rogue watershed. Oregon white oak ecosystems are among the most imperiled habitats in the
Pacific Northwest, and the Upper Rogue watershed hosts some of the most ecologically significant
remnants in southern Oregon. The trip will include visits to active restoration sites where land managers
and conservation organizations are working to return oak savanna structure and reduce encroaching
conifers. A birding-meets-conservation-science experience.

Target Birds

Oak-associated species include Acorn Woodpecker, Lewis's Woodpecker, Oak Titmouse, Western
Bluebird, Spotted Towhee, California Towhee, White-breasted Nuthatch, and a variety of open-woodland
migrants

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Lawrence's Goldfinch

What to Expect

Easy to moderate walking in oak savanna habitats, possibly off-trail. Participants should be comfortable
with some uneven ground. An excellent trip for those interested in the intersection of bird conservation
and habitat management. Poison oak may be present.

Logistics
Distance ~30—40 miles northeast of Ashland Hills Hotel in the Upper Rogue
watershed. Specific site directions will be shared by the leader.
Parking Roadside access or small gravel pull-offs. Free.
Bathrooms No facilities anticipated. Use hotel facilities before departure.
Permits & Fees No permit required; sites are on public or cooperating private lands.
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USFWS National Fish & Wildlife Forensics Laboratory

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Dato | Fild Trip Leader(s

Thursday, Sept. 17  Jessica Terrill
Friday, Sept. 18 Jessica Terrill

Overview

This is a rare opportunity to tour the world's only forensics laboratory dedicated entirely to wildlife crime
investigation — the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service's National Forensics Lab in Ashland, Oregon. Scientists
here identify bird species from feathers, tissues, skeletons, and other evidence to support enforcement of
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the Endangered Species Act, and other national and international
protections. The laboratory's reference collection of bird specimens has direct relevance to field
ornithology, and participants will gain insight into the forensic science behind bird conservation.

Target Birds

N/A — this is a laboratory tour, not a field birding trip. Participants will view an extensive reference
collection of bird specimens.

What to Expect

Indoor guided tour of a working federal forensics laboratory. Dress professionally or in neat casual attire.
Photography is highly restricted — follow staff guidance. Group size will be limited; register early. The tour
typically runs 2—3 hours.

What to Bring

* PhotoID
* Comfortable shoes for walking on tile floors
*  Curiosity about the science of bird conservation

Logistics
Distance ~3 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel. The lab is at 1490 E. Main St, Ashland,
OR.
Parking On-site parking at the facility.
Bathrooms Restrooms available inside the facility.
Permits & Fees Access requires advance registration through WFO — participant list

provided to facility security. No day-of walk-ins.
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White City Lagoons (Kirtland Ponds)

Half Day
Field Trip Leaders

Date_______ Field Trip Leader(s

Thursday, Sept. 17 Lin Stern
Friday, Sept. 18 Adam Searcy, Tony Kurz
Saturday, Sept. 19 Dave Irons, Shawneen Finnegan

Sunday, Sept. 20 Ryan Terrill, Jeff Miller

Overview

The White City Lagoons — also known as Kirtland Ponds — are a cluster of wastewater treatment ponds
just off Hwy 140/99 in White City and are Jackson County's premier shorebird spot. Managed by the
Medford Water Commission, these nutrient-rich ponds attract an extraordinary diversity of shorebirds,
gulls, and waterfowl far beyond what their modest size would suggest. The site has produced both
Golden-Plover species, Snowy Plover, multiple Ruff records, Red Knot, Sabine's Gull, and many other
high-quality rarities over the years.

Target Birds

Great-tailed Grackle, Northern Mockingbird, Loggerhead Shrike, Solitary Sandpiper, Baird's Sandpiper,
Semipalmated Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, and a variety of gulls, ducks, and waders

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

American Golden-Plover, Pacific Golden-Plover, Snowy Plover, Stilt Sandpiper, Red Phalarope, Black
Turnstone, Ruff, Sabine's Gull, Short-billed Gull, Eurasian Wigeon, Surf Scoter, Western Cattle-Egret,
Little Stint, Rusty Blackbird, Palm Warbler

What to Expect

Easy, mostly flat viewing from the perimeter of the ponds. Scope is strongly recommended. Please
respect the facility access protocols — parking in the designated birder lot is essential. Leaders will guide
participants to the best viewing positions. Rubber boots or waterproof footwear (muddy edges possible)
and insect repellent recommended.

Logistics

Distance ~15 miles from Ashland Hills Hotel. Head north on I-5 to Exit 35 (Blackwell
Rd), bear right onto Kirtland Rd (also signed as Hwy 140/62 east), turn left
at the White City Lagoons sign.

Parking Designated parking area for birders well away from the facility main gate.
No fee — please be respectful of facility operations.

Bathrooms No restroom facilities on-site at the lagoons. Use facilities at a gas station or
restaurant along Hwy 140 before arriving.

Permits & Fees No permit required; access is by the grace of the Medford Water

Commission.
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Yreka/Shasta Valley Wildlife Area

Half Day/Full Day
Field Trip Leaders

Saturday, Sept. 19 Blythe Wilde, Fianna Wilde
Sunday, Sept 20 TBD

Overview

The Shasta Valley, spread across Siskiyou County in northern California south of Yreka, is a broad
agricultural valley with extensive wetlands managed by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.
The Shasta Valley Wildlife Area is a productive, underbirded site with excellent shorebirding, grassland
raptors, and migrant waterfowl. The Yreka area also encompasses a variety of agricultural margins,
riparian corridors, and mountain foothill habitats with strong Great Basin and California affinities,
producing a bird community distinct from Oregon’s Rogue Valley.

Target Birds

White-faced Ibis, American Bittern, Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, Black-crowned Night-
Heron, Sandhill Crane, Bald Eagle, Red-tailed Hawk, Prairie Falcon, Tricolored Blackbird, and a variety of
migrant shorebirds

Notable Rarities Recorded at This Site

Tufted Duck, Northern Waterthrush; the Shasta Valley and Yreka CBC circle consistently produce
unexpected birds. Strong Swainson's Hawk and Ferruginous Hawk numbers in fall.

What to Expect

Vehicle-based trip with stops at the wildlife area and other locations. Mostly flat, open landscape. Leaders
familiar with the local birding community and best sites.

Logistics
Distance ~60-65 miles south of Ashland Hills Hotel on I-5 in northern California.
Parking Wildlife area parking areas; free.
Bathrooms Vault toilets at the Wildlife Area. Facilities at gas stations and restaurants in
Yreka.
Permits & Fees No permit required for the Shasta Valley Wildlife Area.

Western Field Ornithologists 50th Annual Conference Page 35



